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CURRENT    NOTES. 


Redmond  to  His  Master. 

Prom  the  Irish  World  (March  26) : — 

JOHN  REDMOND'S  LETTER. 

"  No  more  promising  and  at  the  same  tune  more  critical  situation 
has  confronted  our  people  for  many  years  than  that  which  we  are 
called  upon  to  meet  just  now.  The  voters  of  Britain  and  Ireland 
have  repudiated  at  the  polls  the  pretensions  of  the  House  of  Lords 
to  dominate  legislation.  That  involves  necessarily  the  curtailment 
of  the  powers  of  the  hereditary  chamber  in  that  direction,  and  the 
destruction  of  that  power  will  mean  the  triumph  of  the  cause  of  Home 
Rule. 

"  The  Irish  Party  and  the  Irish  voters  in  England,  Scotland 
i  and  Wales  supported  the  Government  at  the  General  Election  because 
the  pledge  of  the  Prime  Minister  on  Home  Rule  was  supplemented 
by  a  pledge  which  we  regarded  from  our  point  of  view  as  even  more 
important  still,  namely,  that  in  reference  to  the  Veto  of  the  House 
of  Lords.  We  regard  the  abolition  of  the  limitation  of  that  veto  as 
tantamount  to  the  winning  of  Home  Rule  for  Ireland,  and  feel  that  in 
the  nature  of  things  it  will  have  to  precede  the  passage  of  that  measure. 
Compared  with  that  great  aim  we  have  regarded  the  Budget  and  all 
other  questions,  no  matter  how  important  in  themselves,  as  subsidiary. 
While  willing  to  pay  a  certain  price  for  that  purpose  of  having  Home 
Rule  placed  in  the  forefront,  we  are,  however,  not  willing,  as  I  stated 
recently  in  the  House  of  Commons,  to  embark  on  a  policy  of  '  plowing 
the  sands  '  once  more. 

"  The  abolition  of  the  Lords'  veto  as  the  first  step  on  the  road 
to  Irish  Self -Government  has  secured  the  indorsement  of  the  voters 
at  the  polls.  It  remains  for  the  Government  to  translate  the  work 
of  the  voters  into  action.  I  hope  that  the  next  few  weeks  will  prove 
that  the  Government  has  correctly  interpreted  the  feeling  of  the 
electors.  On  this  St.  Patrick's  Day  I  must  not  fail  to  express  to 
Ireland's  generous  friends  in  America  the  appreciation  and  heartfelt 
gratitude  of  the  Irish  people  at  the  magnificent  financial  support 
which  has  enabled  us  to  return  to  Westminster  a  stronger  because 
a  more  united  party,  than  we  have  been  for  twenty  years.  I  feel 
confident  the  results  will  amply  justify  the  confidence  which  our- 
American  friends  have  placed  in  us." — Irish  World,  March  26. 


158  Irish  Facts.  [May,  1910. 

Pat.  Ford's  Promises. 

From  the  Irish  World  (April  9)  :— 

"  And  the  '  American  dollars '  are  still  forthcoming,  and  will  be 
more  and  more  later  on  to  help  in  the  next  and  we  hope  final  and 
successful  battle  for  the  annihilation  of  the  power  of  Ireland's  ancient 
and  present  enemy — the  House  of  Lords.  That  House  drove  many  a 
hundred  thousand  Irishmen  over  the  Atlantic  without  a  dollar.  It 
is  peculiarly  fitting  and  to  Irishmen  peculiarly  gratifying  that  retribution 
should  now  come  upon  it  through  the  '  dollars  '  of  those  hunted  exiles 
and  their  children." 

In  the  same  issue  of  the  Irish  World  it  is  announced  that  the  American 
subscriptions  amount  to  $8,686.15. 

The  Balance  of  Power. 

From  the  Irish  WorU  (April  9) : — 

"  The  position  of  the  Irish  Nationalists  in  the  House  of  Commons 
is  exceptionally  strong  and  promising.  Every  day  of  the  present 
Ministry's  existence  it  must  needs  lean  upon  the  Irish  Party  for  its 
very  life.  It  is  forced  to  go  ahead  with  a  programme  which  will 
weaken  and  ultimately  reform  the  House  of  Lords,  and  the  Peers 
have  proved  themselves  the  most  formidable  barrier  in  the  way  of 
Home  Rule.  There  is  no  prospect  that  any  British  Party  or  com- 
bination of  parties  will  soon  be  in  a  position  to  run  the  Government 
without  Irish  help  and  Irish  approval." 

Pat.  Ford  attacks  Roosevelt. 

Mr.  Roosevelt,  for  venturing  to  express  opinions  not  unfavour- 
able to  the  British  occupation  of  Egypt  and  the  Soudan,  is  made 
to  feel  the  displeasure  of  Mr.  Pat.  Ford  in  the  recent  issues  of  the 
Irish  World.  The  opinions  of  Mr.  Redmond's  master  are  interesting 
.as  showing  his  hatred  of  anything  British 

From  the  Irish  World,  April  2 : — 

"  Some  time  ago  a  renegade  Egyptian,  who  held  the  office  of 
Prime  Minister  under  the  alien  government,  saddled  upon  his  native 
land,  was  shot  to  death  by  Nationalists,  who  adopted  that  method 
of  protesting  against  what  the  Nationalists  regarded  as  treason  to 
Egypt." 

"  No  doubt  he  (Mr.  Roosevelt)  has  earned  English  praise  for  his 
unseemly  approval  of  English  rule  in  India,  in  the  Soudan  and  in 
Egypt.  But  the  question  suggests  itself,  is  the  laudation  of  a 
system  of  government  resting  on  bayonets  worthy  of  an  American, 
who  approves  the  great  principles  of  universal  application  set  forth 
in  our  Declaration  of  Independence." 

From  the  Irish  World,  April  9 : — 

"  For  an  American,  and  especially  for  an  ex-President  of  the 
United  States,  the  role  of  a  champion  of  English  despotism  over  a 
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subject  people  is  one  that  gives  the  lie  direct  to  all  his  professions  of 
love  and  liberty,  f:  It  was  this  species  of  disloyalty  to  Americanism. 

"  It  is  not  a  pleasant  sight,  this  of  an  ex-President  of  the  greatest 
republic  in  the  world  volunteering  to  urge  upon  the  English  Govern- 
ment the  need  of  using  still  harsher  measures  to  suppress  the  aspira- 
tions of  a  people  who  would  shake  off  a  yoke  imposed  upon  them  by 
brute  force  and  which  rests  wholly  upon  fear.  Theodore  Roosevelt 
has  no  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  approval  of  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette, 
owned  and  controlled  by  the  renegade  American  Astor,  bestows 
upon  him  when  it  says  :  '  Mr.  Roosevelt  is  providing  our  puling 
sentimentalists  of  the  Keir  Hardie  breed  with  a  healthy  spectacle 
of  the  representative  of  the  greatest  democracy  in  the  world  giving 
pseudo-democracy  a  sound  thrashing.'  " 

What  is  "Home  Rule?" 

The  following  definition  of  Home  Rule  came  from  a  public  meeting 
at  Oughterard  on  April  4,  when  the  following  resolution  was  passed : — 

"  That  we  claim  that  the  Irish  people  are  a  free  people,  and  there- 
fore entitled  to  a  National  Government,  which  will  be  entirely  free 
from  outside  control." — Connacht  Champion,  April  4,  1910. 

If  this  is  Home  Rule,  how  is  the  indefeasible  authority  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament  to  be  safeguarded  ?  And  in  what  respect  does  the  demand 
in  this  resolution  fall  short  of  separation  ? 

An  Untimely  Reminder. 

The  following  resolutions  are  published  in  the  Irish  World  (March  26), 
the  organ  of  Mr.  Redmond's  master,  Pat  Ford.  They  denote  what  the 
Irish  American  means  by  Home  Rule  ;  and  what  he  pays  Mr.  Redmond 
to  obtain  for  Ireland. 

"  OHIO  A.O.H.  ENDORSING  IRISH  PARTY. 

"Resolutions    adopted  at  Mass  Meeting  of  the  A.O.H.  and  Ladies' 

Auxiliary,  Columbus,  Ohio,  March  17 : — 

"  We,  the  representatives  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians 
in  Ohio's  capital,  deem  it  timely  and  appropriate  on  this  the  Irish 
National  holiday  and  the  anniversary  of  the  patron  saint  of  Ireland 
to  present  for  approval  and  adoption  to  the  Irish-American  people 
of  the  Capital  City  the  following  expressions  of  our  feelings  and 
sentiments  in  regard  to  the  Irish  National  cause.  We  consider  this 
all  the  more  necessary  at  this  time  on  account  of  the  crucial  period 
in  the  history  of  Ireland,  which  has  now  been  reached,  and  the  fact 
that  the  support  of  the  public  sentiment  of  the  civilised  world,  extend- 
ing to  the  true  representatives  of  that  country  and  that  cause  in  the 
struggle  in  which  they  are  engaged,  is  more  essential  and  will  be  more 
efficacious  now  than  at  any  time  in  the  history  of  the  country. 

"  Embodied  in  the  following  declaration  of  principles,  uttered 
by  John  E.Redmond,  the  present  able  and  sagacious  leader  of  the  Irish 
Parliamentary  Party  in  an  address  delivered  in  the  City  of  Chicago 


160  Irish  Facts.  [May,  1910. 


in  August,  1886,  there  is  set  forth  the  national  sentiment  of  the  Irish 
people  to-day  as  truly  as  in  that  day,  and  we  present  it  as  a  more 
thorough  and  eloquent  expression  thereof  than  any  words  the  com- 
mittee in  charge  of  this  celebration  could  put  together. 

"  Speaking  at  this  meeting  24  years  ago,  Mr.  Redmond  said  : 
The  principle  underlying  the  Irish  movement  of  to-day  is  just  the 
same  principle  which  Owen  Roe  O'Neill  vindicated  at  Benburb, 
which  animated  Tone  and  Fitzgerald,  and  to  which  Emmet  sacrificed 
a  stainless  life.  Let  no  man  desecrate  that  principle  by  giving  it  the 
ignoble  name  of  hatred  of  England.  Race  hatred  is  at  best  unreason- 
ing passion,  and  bitter  as  the  memory  is  of  past  wrong  and  present 
injustice,  I  assert  the  principle  underlying  our  movement  is  not 
revenge  for  the  past,  but  justice  for  the  future.  When  such  a 
principle  as  that  arises  there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  compromise. 
The  Irish  leader  who  would  propose  to  compromise  the  national  claims 
of  Ireland,  who  would  even  incline  for  one  second  to  accept  a  settlement 
of  our  demand  any  concession  short  of  the  unquestioned  recognition 
of  that  nationhood,  which  has  come  down  to  us  sanctified  by  the  blood 
and  tears  of  centuries,  would  be  false  to  Ireland  s  history  and  would 
forfeit  all  claims  upon  your  confidence  and  support. 

"  Such  a  contingency  can  never  arise,  for  the  man  who  would  be 
traitor  enough  to  propose  such  a  course  would  find  himself  no  longer 
a  leader.  No  man  can  barter  away  the  honour  of  a  nation.  The 
one  great  principle  of  any  settlement  of  the  Irish  question  must  be 
the  recognition  of  the  divine  right  of  Irishmen  and  Irishmen  alone 
to  rule  Ireland.  The  duty  of  the  movement  is  clear.  I  assert  here 
to-day  that  the  government  of  Ireland  by  England  is  an  impossibility, 
and  I  believe  it  to  be  our  duty  to  keep  it  so.  Were  our  people  to 
tamely  submit  to  the  yoke  which  has  been  placed  upon  their  necks, 
they  would  be  unworthy  of  the  blood  which  they  have  inherited  from 
fathers  who  preferred  poverty  to  dishonour,  and  death  to  national 
slavery. 

"  WHEREAS,  John  E.  Redmond  and  the  Irish  Parliamentary 
Party  have  never  deviated  from  those  noble  principles  so  eloquently 
expressed  by  him  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  therefore  be  it, 

"  RESOLVED,  by  the  true  friends  of  Ireland  here  assembled 
representing  the  best  there  is  in  the  Irish-American  activities  of  our 
City,  that  we  hereby  renew  the  pledge  of  our  unalterable  allegiance 
to  John  E.  Redmond  and  the  patriotic  body  of  members  associated 
with  him  in  a  pledge-bound  painty  in  the  course  they  are  pursuing 
in  battling  for  Ireland's  rights  in  the  British  Parliament." — Irish 
World,  March  26,  1910. 

Unionists  should  bear  this  declaration  in  mind.  Doubtless,  Mr. 
Redmond  would  like  bis  former  opinions  forgotten,  for  they  cannot  be 
well  compared  with  his  present  utterances.  But  his  American  paymasters 
have  not  abandoned  the  old  demand.  Will  they  allow  their  servant  in 
in  the  British  Parliament  to  recant  ?  It  seems  unlikely. 
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It  means  Home  Rule. 

Mr.  J.  Dillon,  in  the  course  of  a  speech  at  a  Nationalist  demonstration 
held  at  Athlone  on  April  3,  said : — 

"  It  has  been  said  over  and  over  again  that  the  limiting  of  the 
Veto  of  the  House  of  Lords  means  Home  Rule  for  Ireland.  That  is 
absolutely  true,  and  the  attack  on  the  House  of  Lords  has  brought 
the  question  of  Home  Rule  to  the  forefront  of  English  politics  again." 
— Freeman's  Journal,  April  3. 

No  Check  on  Home  Rule. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  any  Unionist  is  at  all  surprised  that  the 
Government  declined  to  except  a  Home  Rule  Bill  from  the  operation  of  the 
Veto  Resolutions.  The  Government  would  not  dare  to  do  it.  Mr. 
Redmond  would  not  allow  them  to  make  so  just  a  concession.  Mr. 
Chambers,  the  Unionist  representative  for  South  Belfast,  put  the  case 
for  the  Irish  Unionists  with  great  force  and  conviction. 

But  Mr.  Churchill,  for  the  Government,  declined  to  permit  the  people 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  being  consulted  upon  so  important  a  question 
as  Home  Rule.  Unionists  know  now  that  if  these  Resolutions  become  law 
there  is  nothing  to  stop  a  Home  Rule  Bill  being  rushed  through  by  the 
present  Government. 

The  danger  of  Home  Rule  is  rendered  even  more  certain  by  Mr. 
Churchill's  declaration  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  April  12.  He  disclosed 
the  future  Radical  programme  when  the  Resolutions  are  in  operation. 
He  said  : — 

"  Let  us  be  quite  frank.     We  wish  to  make  a  national  settlement 

with  Ireland.     We  wish  to  free  Wales  from  its  alien  Church.     We 

wish  to  deal  with  the  grievance  of  Nonconformists.     We  wish  to  sweep 

away  electoral  anomalies." — Parliamentary  Debates,  April  12. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  first  item  in  the  programme  thus  detailed 
is  Home  Rule  for  Ireland. 

T.  W.  plumps  for  Home  Rule. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  speaking  at  a  meeting  of  the  Dublin  Liberal  Associa- 
tion, on  April  19,  said : — 

"  Alderman  Cotton  had  fought  within  an  ace  of  winning,  and 

he  hoped  at  the  next  election  he  would  do  still  better.     He  (Mr. 

Russell)  would  do  his  level  best  to  bring  him  in  the  next  time,  and  he 

hoped  they  would  all  do  the  same." — Freeman's  Journal,  April  20. 

Here  we  have  a  member  of  the  Government,  for  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell 
still  retains  his  post  as  Vice -President  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
although  the  Government  have  declared  that  it  is  essential  -the  holder 
of  that  office  should  be  in  the  House  of  Commons,  openly  instructing  Irish 
Radicals  to  vote  for  a  Nationalist. 

A  Valuable  Admission. 

Nationalists  declare  that  the  House  of  Lords  is  the  special  enemy  of 
Ireland,  having  always  opposed  measures  for  ameliorating  the  condition  of 
that  country.  They  say  that  it  is  the  only  obstacle  to  Home  Rule,  and  that 
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moreover  they  have  a  long  account  to  settle  with  the  Upper  Chamber. 
Therefore  they  support  the  Government  scheme  for  wrecking  the  Con- 
stitution. But  witness  to  the  falsity  of  such  charges  comes  from  none 
other  than  an  Irish  Nationalist,  M.P.,  Mr.  Hazleton,  who,  in  a  speech  at 
Abbey lara  on  April  10  said : — 

"  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  believe  that  unless  the  Veto  of  the 
House  of  Lords  is  destroyed  we  shall  never  get  Home  Rule.  In 
the  last  50  or  60  years  many  great  measures  have  been  passed  through 
the  House  of  Lords  and  the  House  of  Commons  for  Ireland.  We  got 
Catholic  Emancipation  without  its  destruction,  and  we  got  the  Dis- 
establishment of  the  Church  in  Ireland  without  its  destruction,  and 
we  got  the  Local  Government  Act,  and  we  got  the  Land  Acts,  and  we 
got  other  legislation,  and  so  I  say  that  even  if  this  attack  now  being 
made  on  the  House  of  Lords  were  to  fail,  the  Irish  people  would  have 
no  reason  to  despair. — Longford  Leader,  April  16. 

What  must  Mr.  Redmond  have  thought  when  he  found  his  case 
against  the  Lords  given  away  by  a  colleague. 

Ireland's  Social  Progress. 

Irish  Home  Rulers  assert  that  so  long  as  the  Union  continues,  Ireland 
can  make  no  material  or  moral  progress.  That  the  charge  is  untrue  is 
admitted  by  Nationalists  themselves.  Take  for  example  the  following 
extract  from  an  address  by  the  Right  Rev.  Monsignor  Kelly,  Dean  of  Elphin, 
delivered  at  a  Nationalist  demonstration  at  Athlone  on  March  27.  He  said : — 

"  The  fiscal  powers  of  irresponsible  Grand  Juries  have  been 
abolished.  County  government  has  been  brought  under  the  efficient 
control  of  the  people.  The  lands  have  been  revolutionised  ;  tenants- 
at-will  exist  no  longer.  The  serfs  have  been  set  free.  They  can  call 
their  souls  their  own.  A  large  number  of  them  are  owners  of  the  land 
they  till.  In  congested  districts  farms  have  been  increased,  lands 
drained,  houses  built.  Labourers'  cottages  add  life  and  beauty  to 
the  country  side  ;  evicted  tenants  are  restored  ;  plains  and  ranches 
are  being  broken  up.  When  O'Meagher  Condon  and  the  other  American 
delegates  lately  visited  the  country  districts,  they  were  struck  with 
agreeable  surprise  at  the  beneficent  changes  effected  ;  and  O'Meagher 
Condon  declared  he  never  believed  that  such  a  revolution  could  be 
effected  by  Constitutional  means." — Freeman's  Journal,  April  5~ 

A  Belated  Dawn. 

From  the  Cork  Accent  (March  31) : — 

"  In  view  of  Mr.  Redmond's  visit  to  Tipperary  next  Sunday,  the 
following  extract  from  the  Tipperary  Star  of  last  Saturday  is  not 
without  significance : — 

WHEN  SHALL  THE  DAY  BREAK  IN  ERIN  ? 

'  At  no  far  distant  day.' — Mr.  John  Redmond,  1899. 

'  The  day  is  not  far  distant.'— Mr.  John  Dillon,  1900. 

'  The  day  is  rapidly  approaching.' — Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  1901. 

'  The  not  far  distant  day.'— Mr.  John  Redmond,  1902 
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'  The  day  is  near  at  hand.' — Mr.  John  Dillon,  1903. 

'  The  day  is  dawning.' — Mr.  John  Redmond,  1904. 

'  The  day  is  approaching.' — Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  1905. 

'  The  day  is  near.'— Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  1906. 

'  The  day  is  coming.' — Mr.  John  Dillon,  1907. 

'  The  day  is  not  far  distant.' — Mr.  Clancy  and    Mr.    William 

Redmond,   1908. 

'  The  day  is  in  sight.'— Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  in  New  York.  1909. 
'  The  day  is  farther  away  than  ever.' — Mr.  Asquith,   1910. 
"  Comment  will  only  spoil  the  quotations.     They  supply  the- 
answer  to  Mr.  Redmond's  speech  beforehand." 

Scotland  Next. 

At  a  sitting  of  the  Convention  of  Scottish  Burghs,  in  Edinburgh  r 
held  on  April  6,  the  following  resolution  in  favour  of  Home  Rule  for  Scotland 
was  carried  : — 

"  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Convention  it  is  desirable  that  the 
Imperial  Parliament  should  devolve  on  the  people  of  Scotland  the 
control  and  management  of  their  local  affairs  by  a  Legislature  and  an 
Executive  in  Scotland  subordinate  to  the  Imperial  Parliament." — 
Freeman's  Journal,  April  7. 

A  Rollicking  Farce. 

From  the  Irish  Nation  (April  23) : — 

"  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  the  Nationalist  Whip,  who  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  created  much 
amusement  in  the  Lobby  last  (Friday)  night  in  the  course  of  a  few 
words  with  Mr.  Birrell,  says  the  Daily  News. 

"  The  Chief  Secretary,"  it  is  added,  "  made  one  of  his  rare  visits 
to  this  part  of  the  Palace,  when  it  was  crowded  with  members  dis- 
cussing the  stirring  events  of  the  evening.  He  inquired  of  Mr.  O'Brien 
if  all  his  colleagues  were  in  attendance.  The  jovial  Whip  saw  his 
chance  of  a  sly  dig  at  the  Chief  Secretary,  and  he  took  it.  '  All  are 
here,'  he  said,  '  except  one,  Farrell,  who  is  to-day  in  the  dock  at 
Longford,  being  prosecuted.'  The  retort  caused  great  laughter, 
and  no  one  appreciated  the  point  more  than  Mr.  Birrell. 

"  So  Mr.  Farrell's  prosecution  has  become  a  matter  for  laughter 
in  the  Westminster  Parliament.  The  time  was  when  things  would  be 
otherwise." 

The  humorous  aspect  of  this  trial  for  criminal  conspiracy  is  all  the 
more  apparent  from  the  fact  that  the  cases  were  adjourned,  the  Crown 
Solicitor  consenting,  to  enable  Mr.  Farrell  to  attend  the  House  of  Commons 
to  vote  for  the  Government  which  is  prosecuting  him,  on  the  Budget 
divisions.  Mr.  Birrell  is  well  maintaining  his  reputation  as  a  humorist. 

After  this  one  can  only  read  with  amusement  Mr.  Hazelton's  mock 
indignation  at  a  public  meeting  in  Abbeylara  on  April  10,  when  he  said  : — 

"  It  is  impossible  for  any  Irish  representative  standing  on  a 

public  platform  to  ignore  the  action  taken  by  the  Government  yesterday 
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against  Mr.    Farrell  and  his  friends  (cheers  and  shouts  of  "  Down 
with  the  Government"). 

"  .  .  .  .  But  I  do  feel  called  upon  to  express  my  amazement  and 
indignation  that  at  this  time  the  Government  should  have  started 
these  proceedings." — Longford  Leader,  April  16. 

An  M.P.'s  Threats. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell,  M.P.,  in  the  course  of  a  speech  delivered  at  Longford 
on  April  3,  is  reported  to  have  said : — 

"  After  all,  Governments  and  great  Governments  have  had  to 
come  down  before  the  people.  Bigger  and  more  important  individuals 
than  Colonel  Lefroy  or  Mr.  Turner  have  had  to  come  down  before  the 
people;  and  here  we  stand  this  evening  with  this  cold  north  blast 
upon  us,  here  we  stand  to  tell  Colonel  Lafroy  and  Mr.  Turner  that 
henceforth  and  until  he  sees  light  on  this  question,  until  he  reinstates 
Dunne,  the  evicted  tenant  to  his  holding,  and  until  he  gives  these 
six  tenants  the  same  terms  to  purchase  their  farms  and  homesteads 
that  he  gave  to  the  others  who  are  enjoying  freedom  around  Carri- 
glass,  there  will  be  no  labour  done,  there  will  be  no  grass  grazed  on, 
and  there  will  be  no  truce  whatever  with  either  Mr.  Lefroy  or  those 
who  support  him." — Longford  Leader,  April  9. 

A  Nationalist  M.P.'s  Advice. 

Mr.  Laurence  Ginnell,  M.P.,  speaking  at  Kilrush  on  April  3,  said 
in  the  course  of  his  speech : — 

..."  Where  landlords  would  not  sell  their  land  on  equitable 
terms,  or  sell  at  all,  he  would  recommend  the  tenants  to  meet  in  a 
room,  and  each  tenant  to  put  down  his  rent,  less  the  reduction 
which  purchase  at  a  fair  price  would  give  him.  The  money  should 
not  be  deposited  in  a  bank,  but  should  be  handed  over  to  a  trustee, 
not  a  tenant  on  the  estate.  Let  any  tenant  who  refused  to  acquiesce 
in  the  arrangement  leave  the  room.  The  landlord  should  then 
be  told  that  the  money,  less  the  reduction,  awaited  him,  and  would 
be  paid  over  in  return  for  purchase  agreements  at  a  fair  price,  and 
that  if  he  did  not  agree  to  these  terms  the  money  would  be  used 
to  fight  him,  and  that  the  more  expensive  he  made  the  fight  the  less 
money  he  would  get  in  the  end.  That  plan  had  been  successful  on 
a  number  of  estates,  and  there  was  hardly  any  estate  in  Ireland  in 
which  it  could  not  be  successfully  practised." — Irish  Times,  April  4. 

The  New  Plan  of  Campaign. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  tenants  of  the  Palmer  Estate,  Co.  Mayo,  on 
April  9,  after  addresses  having  been  delivered  by  several  of  the  delegates, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  with  acclamation,  on  the  motion 
-of  Mr.  Carolan  (Newport) : — 

"  That  we,  the  tenants  on  the  Palmer  Estate,  in  meeting 
assembled,  hereby  resolve  that  on  next  gale-day  we  offer  the  landlord 
our  rents  less  by  a  reduction  of  25  per  cent,  until  the  estate  is  sold, 
and,  if  he  refuses,  that  we  lodge  the  rents  in  the  bank  to  the  credit 
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of  trustees  to  be  appointed  in  each  district.  That  committees  be 
appointed  in  each  district  whose  business  it  should  be  to  secure  the 
signatures  of  every  tenant  in  each  district  to  the  proposal  referred 
to  above,  and  that  any  tenants  deviating  from  this  course  will  incur 
the  well-merited  odium  of  their  fellow-tenants  on  the  estate."- 
Freeman's  Journal,  April  11. 

Must  not  walk  out  with  R.I.C. 

Mr.  T.  F.  Smyth,  M.P.,  speaking  at  a  meeting  of  the  Fenagh  branch 
of  the  United  Irish  League  held  on  March  27,  said  : — 

"  Another  thing,  they  had  »ome  talk  of  boycotting  and  he 
wanted  to  mention  this  matter  ;  there  were  a  few  hundred  police  there 
to-day,  a  lot  of  them  very  young  fellows,  some  of  them  only  just  out 
of  their  teens,  and  he  did  not  want  the  girls  of  South  Leitrim  to  be 
falling  in  love  with  them  after  this  meeting.  Let  them  get  a  wife 
or  a  sweetheart  as  the  case  might  be  wherever  they  liked,  but  they 
had  been  sent  there  to-day  by  the  Government,  he  did  not  know 
whether  to  protect  the  people  or  to  baton  them  and  he  hoped  that 
the  South  Leitrim  girls  would  not  fall  in  love  with  those  young  recruits 
from  the  depot,  because  sometimes  they  had  got  a  funny  way  with 
them  as  the  saying  was." — Longford  Leader,  April  2. 

Life  in  Clare. 

Two  malicious  injury  cases  were  heard  at  the  recent  Ennis  Quarter 
Sessions.  They  give  some  idea  of  the  life  led  in  County  Clare  by  those 
who  are  not  supporters  of  the  United  Irish  League.  It  is  significant 
that  in  both  cases  the  outrages  were  committed  against  .Justices  of  the 
Peace.  In  one  case,  Mr.  T.  H.  Blackall,  J.P.,  who  is  also  one  of  the  Inspectors 
of  the  Estates  Commissioners  was  the  victim  of  a  shooting  outrage. 
According  to  his  solicitor  a  number  of  shots  were  discharged,  and  rifle 
bullets  sent  into  the  room  where  the  applicant  his  wife  and  her  brother 
were  at  the  time,  with  results  which  were  very  serious  to  the  health  of  one 
of  the  family.  The  police  report  on  the  outrage  stated  that  there  were 
22  panes  of  glass  broken  in  the  dining  room  windows,  one  in  the  drawing 
room  window,  four  in  the  fanlights  and  two  in  the  side  window.  The 
hall  door  jambs,  window  frames  and  sashes  were  perforated  with  shot,, 
and  the  piano  penetrated  by  a  bullet. 

Judge  Bodkin  in  summing  up  said : — "  No  damages  he  could  give 
could  compensate  Mr.  Blackall  for  the  horrible  outrage  to  which  he  has 
been  subjected — a  base  and  dastardly  outrage  firing  into  a  room  where 
a  lady  and  a  gentleman  were,  recklessly,  not  caring  whether  they  were 
killed  or  not.  It  was  a  disgraceful  outrage  and  nothing  could  compensate 
Mr.  Blackall  for  the  shock." 

The  second  case  was  brought  by  Mr.  Hanley,  who  has  been  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  30  years.  He  claimed  compensation  for  damage  done 
in  an  attempt  to  burn  down  his  house  with  straw.  One  night,  he  said, 
he  was  awakened  by  his  nephew  and  went  downstairs  and  found  the  hall 
and  room  below  full  of  smoke  and  the  flames  were  coming  into  the  hall 
from  the  door.  Charred  straw  had  been  placed  against  the  door  and 
set  on  fire.  He  was  awarded  £15  damages. 

B    2 
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What  is  Mr.  Birrell  Doing. 

From  the  Freeman's  Journal  (April  8) : — 

"  At  the  Swinford  Quarter  Sessions  on  April  6,  before  his  Honour 
Judge  Morphy.  K.C.,  a  national  teacher  named  John  O'Hara  sued 
Patrick  Conry  and  John  Pidgeon  to  recover  sums  of  £4  from  each 
for  trespass  on  the  lands  of  Cloonaboy. 

"  The  plaintiff  was  then  examined,  and  bore  out  Mr.  Garvey's 
(former  witness)  statement.  The  officers  of  the  local  branch  of  the 
League  had  published  a  resolution  calling  on  all  the  local  branches 
to  assist  them  in  fighting  the  grabber  of  Cloonaboy.  There  was  a 
similar  resolution  passed  appealing  to  all  the  parents  of  children 
in  the  surrounding  townlands  to  assist  them  in  the  fight. 

"  His  HONOUR  :  Have  the  police  brought  this  under  the  notice 
of  the  authorities  ? 

"  WITNESS  :    I  would  not  consent  to  a  prosecution. 

"  His  HONOUR  :  It  is  perfectly  scandalous  that  the  like  of  this 
would  be  allowed  to  go  on  unchecked.  What  is  the  Government 
doing  ? 

"  MR.  MANNION  :  A  man  was  nearly  murdered  the  other  day 
in  the  presence  of  the  police,  and  no  action  was  taken. 

"  His  HONOUR :   I  don't  know  what  they  are  existing  for. 

"  Witness  further  stated  that  he  warned  the  defendants'  wives 
not  to  put  their  cattle  on  the  land,  and  brought  two  police  there, 
but  they  said  they  were  ordered  to  put  them  there  by  the  President 
of  the  League. 

"  His  HONOUR  :    Who  is  he  ?     Mr.  Morrin,  a  new  J.P. 

"  His  HONOUR  :  Are  these  the  sort  of  gentlemen  they  are  appoint- 
ing J.P.'s  ? 

The  Opposition  to  Migrants. 

On  previous  occasions  attention  has  been  called  to  the  opposition 
offered  to  migrants  by  the  men  of  the  district  in  which  it  was  proposed  to 
settle  those  from  other  counties.  If  the  problem  of  congestion  is  to  be 
solved  such  action  is  absolutely  necessary.  The  opposition  by  the  men 
of  the  locality  shows  how  great  is  the  desire  for  land,  even  to  the 
extent  of  adopting  a  policy  of  exclusion.  It  does  not  look  very  promising 
for  an  ultimate  settlement  of  the  land  question  if  Mr.  Redmond's 
followers  are  going  to  fight  one  another  for  farms.  The  prevailing  opinion 
will  be  found  in  the  following  extracts  : — 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Grange  branch  U.I.L.  the  following  resolution  was 
unanimously  adopted : — 

"  That  we  again  strongly  request  the  Estates  Commissioners 
to  consider  the  claims  of  the  uneconomic  land-holders  of  the  parish 
whose  names  have  been  already  forwarded  for  a  portion  of  the  lands 
in  an  adjoining  parish  which  will  soon  be  divided.  We  strongly  protest 
against  the  system  of  distribution  adopted  by  the  Commissioners 
in  too  many  instances,  that  of  bringing  parties,  without  a  legal  claim, 
long  distances  from  the  lands,  and  ignoring  the  claims  of  small  holders 
adjoining  the  property.  That  a  copy  be  forwarded  to  the  Estates 
Commissioners." — Limerick  Leader,  March  30. 
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Also  at  a  meeting  of  the  South  Meath  Executive  U.I.L.,  held  on  April 
10,  the  following  resolution  was  proposed  : — 

"  That  we  protest  against  the  importation  of  planters  into  the 
County  Meath,  and  we  call  upon  the  people  of  the  country  to  Start 
a  vigorous  agitation  against  such  a  class  and  to  support  the  claims  of 
the  outstanding  evicted  tenants,  uneconomic  holders  and  landless 
men." 

At  this  gathering  Mr.  Cusack  said  that : — 

"  It  was  a  shame  to  see  people  imported  into  Meath  from  Kerry 
and  other  parts  of  Ireland.  This  had  taken  place  on  several  estates 
that  had  been  divided  up.  He  understood  that  on  the  Magan  estates 
about  six  men  were  coming  in  from  the  County  Antrim.  If  this  were 
allowed  to  go  on,  in  a  few  years  time  they  would  have  a  second  Crom- 
wellian  plantation  in  Meath." — Droghedct  Independent,  April  16. 

On    the    same    day     a    meeting    of    the  North  Dublin   Executive 
U.I.L.  was  held  at  Swords  and  the  following  resolution  was  proposed : — 

"  That  we  protest  against  importations  of  any  more  planters  or 
Emergencymen  into  the  County  Dublin  until  the  claims  of  the  County 
Dublin  evicted  tenants  are  first  satisfied ;  and,  further,  that  we  call  upon 
the  Estates  Commissioners  to  take  into  consideration  the  uneconomic 
holdings  and  the  deserving  landless  men." 

At  the  meeting  Mr.  J.  J.  Clancy,  M.P.,  in  the  course  of  his  speech  said : — 

"  They  knew  that  an  Act  had  been  recently  passed  giving  extended 
powers  for  buying  these  untenanted  lands  in  County  Dublin,  and  then 
having  them  distributed  amongst  the  people.  But  the  question  was 
amongst  whom  were  those  lands  to  be  distributed  ?  For  his  own 
part,  and  it  was  not  the  first  time  he  had  said  it,  he  thought  the  process 
that  was  adopted  already  of  importing  people  from  outside  very  long 
distances  from  Dublin  was  a  process  which  had  been  carried  far  enough 
— too  far  as  his  friend  Mr.  R.  J.  Rooney  suggested.  He  wished  to  be 
perfectly  frank  and  candid  with  them.  He  did  not  wish  to  say  any- 
where else  that  he  could  not  say  there,  and  he  would  say  to  them  as 
reasonable  men  that  they  could  not  regard  the  counties  of  Ireland  as 
water-tight  compartments  ;  they  could  not  regard  a  man  brought 
from  another  county  as  a  stranger  and  therefore  he  said  that  to  a 
moderate  extent  they  ought  not  to  object  to  other  people  coming 
into  the  County  Dublin  if  their  coming  there  meant  the  giving  lands 
in  other  counties  to  poor  tenants  who  had  been  evicted  out  of  them 
in  the  past.  He  had  congratulated  the  people  of  Dublin  before  on  the 
fact  that  up  to  the  present  they  did  not  object  to  what  had  been  done 
in  that  direction,  but  he  wished  to  say  very  plainly  that  possibly  this 
thing  had  gone  far  enough  now  and  there  should  be  no  more  of  it, 
and  assuming  that  there  were  people  in  the  County  Dublin, 
who  either  have  no  land  at  all  or  who  have  too  little,  thai  the  claims 
of  those  people  should  be  satisfied  before  the  claims  of  people  from 
any  other  part  of  Ireland." — Drogheda  Independent,  April  16. 

This  attitude  of  Nationalists  in  one  county  towards  their  countrymen 
in  another  county  should  be  borne  in  mind.     When  Irish  Nationalists 
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are  pleading  for  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  congested  counties, 
it  will  be  well  to  remember  the  obstacles  placed  in  the  way  of  reform 
by  the  Nationalists  themselves. 

Ecclesiastical  Censure. 

Rev.  Patrick  O'Connell,  P.P.,  Taughmon,  having  written  to  the  most 
Rev.  Dr.  Gaughran,  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  Meath,  in  reference  to 
some  occurrences  which  took  place  at  the  porch  of  Taughmon  Church  after 
Mass  on  St.  Patrick's  Day,  and  which,  it  is  stated,  were  demonstrations 
of  a  hostile  character  towards  members  of  the  Doyne  family,  who  were 
attending  the  Mass,  has  received  the  following  reply  from  Dr.  Gaughran, 
which  was  read  at  the  Mass  in  Taughmon  on  Sunday,  March  20 : — 

"  Mullingar,  18th  March,  1910. 

"  MY   DEAR  FATHER   O'CONNELL, — Your  letter,   received   this 
morning,  is  painful  reading.     I  did  not  for  a  moment  expect  that  any 
Catholic  of  the  Parish  of  Taughmon  would  be  guilty  of  the  disgrace- 
ful conduct  which  you  describe  as  having  taken  place  after  first 
Mass  on  St.  Patrick's  Day.     Thank  God,  it  is  rare  in  Ireland  to  find 
anyone  molested  when  coming  to  or  returning  from  church  where 
he  has  been  discharging  the  duty  which  he  owes  to  his  God.     This 
case  is  a  lamentable  exception,  and  the  outrage  pains  us  so  much 
because  it  happened  in  a  parish  where  our  priestly  labours  commenced 
and  where  we  thought  no  one  capable  of  such  a  crime  could  be  found- 
In  the  past  those  who  committed  great  crimes  fled  to  the  Church 
for  protection  and  found  a  safe  asylum  in  the  sanctuary.     Now 
those  who  are  guilty  of  no  crime,  but  who  are  simply  defending  their  j  ust 
rights,  will  not  be  allowed  to  come  to  fulfil  their  duty  to  God  on  Sunday 
without  being  insulted  in  the  church  porcb  and  treated  outside  as  if 
they  were  wild  animals.     This  is  the  result  that  may  be  expected 
from  those  who  deny  the  authority  of  God  and  trample  on  His  Law- 
Cattle-drivers  ought  to  know  that  they  are  violating  the  laws  of  justice. 
This  practice  is  a  violation  of  the  Seventh  Commandment  of  God, 
and  if  continued  is  sure  to  bring  God's  curse  on  our  land.     We  are 
anxious  that  the  people  would  be  again  placed  on  the  land  ;   we  are 
saddened  when  we  see  the  vast  tracks  in  this  diocese  that  are  unten- 
anted,  and  our  sorrow  is  all  the  greater  because  we  know  that  in  many 
places  the  people  were  driven  out  by  unjust  laws.     But,  bearing  in 
mind  that  two  wrongs  do  not  make  a  right,  we  wish  to  see  the  people 
put  back  upon  the  land  in  conformity  with  the  Ten   Commandments 
of  God.     Let  the  aiders  and  abettors  of  cattle-driving  bear  in  mind 
that  the  wrongs  of  centuries  cannot  be  made  right  in  a  moment. 
One  by  one  our  grievances  are  disappearing,  and  by  patience  and 
perseverance,  we  can  trust  to  God  to  remedy  those  that  remain. 
But  let  us  not  forget  that  if  God  is  not  with  us  in  our  struggles  disaster 
is  sure  to  overtake  us.     '  Unless  God  build  the  house,  they  labour 
in  vain  that  build  it.'     Now,  God  will  not  be  with  us  if  we  trample 
on  His  Law.     The  sin  of  which  cattle-drivers  are  guilty,  and  which 
has  led  the  disorders  at  the  church  of  Taughmon  on  St.  Patrick's 
Day,  is  one  of  those  whose  commission  is  attended  with  saddest 
results.     You  know  when  a  man  is  guilty  of  injustice  the  sin  is  not 
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forgiven  until  restitution  is  made,  if  it  can  be  made.  And  the  experi- 
ence of  the  world  is  that  a  man  parts  with  the  money  necessary  for 
restitution  with  as  much  unwillingness  as  he  parts  with  his  blood. 
Hence  the  special  danger  of  this  sin  of  injustice.  Let  us  hope,  then, 
that  these  disorders  will  cease  ;  that  the  wild  passions  exhibited  on 
St.  Patrick's  Day  will  be  restrained,  and  that  the  people  of  Taughmon 
will  not  allow  any  other  feelings  to  influence  them,  but  those  of 
religion." — Irish  Times,  March  26. 

The  Church  and  the  League. 

The  following  extracts  from  recent  issues  of  Nationalist  papers  show 
how  closely  the  Church  and  the  League  are  identified: — 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Syddan  branch  U.I.L.,  held  on  March 
13,  it  was  unanimously  decided  to  have  the  collection  made  on 
Sunday,  April  3rd,  at  Heronstown  and  Newtown  Chapel  gates  at  both 
Masses,  by  kind  permission  of  Father  Keane,  who  also  subscribed 
most  generously." — Drogheda  Independent,  March  26. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Knockaney  Branch  U.I.L.,  Mr.  Joseph 
Ryan  proposed  and  Mr.  T.  P.  Keyes  seconded :  '  That  the  names 
of  all  the  members  of  the  branch  and  their  subscriptions  be  posted 
on  the  chapel  gate  on  next  Sunday  week  (April  9).'  " — Limerick  Leader, 
March  28. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Grange  branch  U.I.L.,  a  circular  was  read, 
received  from  the  National  Directory  regarding  the  Parliamentary 
Fund,  and  it  was  decided  to  hold  a  collection  in  close  proximity  to 
the  chapel  gate  on  Sunday  the  10th  April,  for  this  most  deserving 
and  laudable  object." — Limerick  Leader,  March  30. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Finea  branch  U.I.L.,  held  on  April  10,  the 
following  notice  was  read :  '  The  election  of  officers  will  take  place  at 
Finea  Chapel  on  next  Sunday,  April  17,  at  3  o'clock,  when  a  large 
attendance  of  members  is  requested." — Midland  Reporter,  April  14. 

A  U.I.L.  Announcement  from  the  Altar. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  Mr.  E.  Higgins  to  the  Cork  Accent : — 

"Dear  Sir, 

"At  Mass,  at  Dungourney,  on  Sunday,  our  respected  pastor, 
Father  Murphy,  announced  that  a  collection  was  about  to  be  made 
in  the  parish  for  the  Parliamentary  Fund.  ....  " — Cork  Accent, 
April  19,  1910. 

What  is  the  U.I.  League  ? 

Is  the  U.I.  League  an  organisation  properly  representative  of  the 
Irish  Nationalist  Party  ?  The  following  extracts  from  a  Nationalist 
paper  leads  one  to  give  a  negative  reply,  at  any  rate,  so  far  as  Westmeath 
is  concerned.  It  is  written  : — 

"  A  great  organisation  like  the  United  Irish  League,  capable 
of  effecting  so  much  good  for  Ireland,  has  been  degraded,  North  and 
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South,  into  a  mere  puppet  show  in  which  a  few  marionettes  posture 
and  declaim,  in  the  guise  of  Nationalists,  with  overweening  effrontery, 
and  are  regarded  with  mingled  amusement  and  contempt. 

"  The  South  Westmeath  Executive  of  the  U.I.L.  has,  in  a  few 
short  months,  become  as  contemptible  as  its  counterpart  in  North 
Westmeath,  and  deeper  political  degradation  than  this  is  unthinkable." 
— Midland  Reporter,  April  14. 

Such  plain  speaking  must  be  uncomfortable  reading  for  Mr.  Redmond. 
Westmeath  would  appear  to  require  attention  from  the  organisers. 

U.I.  League  Grabbers. 

i 

Surely  the  U.I.  League  should  be  above  suspicion.  If  Mr.  Naughton's 
charge  is  true,  it  would  appear  to  harbour  "  grabbers  "  in  its  branches, 
although  it  is  sworn  to  stamp  out  "  grabberism."  Perhaps,  however, 
membership  of  the  League  in  itself  affords  a  dispensation  from  the  con- 
sequences attached  to  the  epithet. 

"VERSCHOYLE  ESTATE. 
"  To  the  Editor,  Western  People. 

"  SIR, — In  a  recent  issue  of  your  valuable  journal  I  am  accused 
of  grabbing  a  vacant  farm  on  the  Verschoyle  estate  at  Carrowcushlane. 
Well,  the  facts  are  simply  told.  The  farm  in  question  was  surrendered 
to  the  landlord  about  ten  years  ago.  One  of  the  tenants  on  the 
estate  immediately  pounced  on  it,  and  held  it  for  two  years,  after 
which  time  he  gave  it  up  of  his  own  free  will.  I  then  took  it,  and 
am  in  possession  ever  since.  I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me  see  what  I 
have  done  to  call  down  the  vengeance  of  the  League.  .  .  .  Now, 
sir,  if  seven  out  of  the  fourteen  grabbers  in  Cloonislane,  who  are  members 
of  the  branch,  give  up  their  grabbed  holdings  I  will  gladly  give  up  mine. 
I  think  that  is  very  fair,  and  what  is  more,  I  am  quite  willing  to  give 
the  names  of  those  grabbers  if  they  ask  me  to  do  so,  but  until  they 
give  up  their  grabbed  holdings  I  intend  sticking  to  mine,  and  won't 
be  deterred  or  frightened  by  such  as  they. 

"  Apologising  for  trespassing  so  much  on  your  valuable  space. 
I  am,  Mr.  Editor,  your  obedient  servant, 

"JOHN  NAUGHTON." 

Western  People,  April  9. 

U.I.L.  and  Gombeenism. 

From  the  Irish  Nation  (April  2) : — 

"  At  a  meeting  on  Clare  Island,  called  for  the  purpose  of  starting 
a  Co-operative  Agricultural  Society,  Father  Flatley  gave  some  instances 
of  gombeenism.  The  U.I.L.,  he  added,  was  very  good  in  its  own 
way,  but  it  was  powerless  to  protect  the  people  from  the  oppression  of 
the  gombeen  man,  more  especially  as  in  the  instance  he  had  given  the 
gombeen  man  happens  to  be  the  vice-president  of  the  U.I.L.  branch." 
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U.I.  League  "  Pressure." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Easkey  Branch  U.I.L.,  after  a  discussion  about 
Colonel  Hewitt's  farm  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  : — 

"  That  the  pressure  of  public  opinion,  through  the  U.I.L.,  be 
brought  to  bear  on  all  those  who  take  or  rent  fields,  conacre,  or  seaweed 
on  this  farm,  and  that  the  bailiff  be  advised  to  go  back  on  his  own 
home,  which  he  has  comfortably  made  for  himself,  and  not  stand 
in  the  way  of  justice  being  done  to  the  poor  men  on  the  estate,  whose 
miserable  holdings  deny  a  means  of  living  to  them  and  their  families." 
—  Western  People,  April  16. 

A  Boycotting  Resolution. 

Prom  the  Roscommon  Herald,  April  9  : — 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Fenagh  Division  A.O.IL,  held  on  April  3, 
after  transacting  business  relating  to  the  order,  it  was  unanimously 
adopted  :  '  That  any  member  of  the  Order  that  will  have  any  dealings 
with  the  grabber  in  this  parish  will  be  cut  off  the  books,  never  to  be 
admitted  again.'  " 

The  U.I.  League  and  Local  Government. 

Local  Government  Councils  in  many  parts  of  Ireland  have  been 
so  successfully  captured  by  the  League  that  none  but  League  members 
can  hope  to  be  returned.  More  than  that,  the  League  would  seem  actually 
to  be  usurping  the  place  of  the  Council  in  administering  the  law  and  the 
duties  of  local  government.  For  instance,  it  is  reported  that  at  a  meeting 
of  the  North  Leitrim  Executive  of  the  U.I.L.,  held  at  Manorhamilton  on 
March  20,  Mr.  F.  E.  Meehan,  M.P.  in  the  course  of  a  speech  said : — 

"  They  were  all  aware  that  this  was  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the 
Executive  in  order  to  consider  the  advisability  of  giving  an  increase 
to  the  salaries  of  the  doctors  of  the  union.  It  seemed  the  District 
Council  had  referred  the  matter  to  the  executive,  and  as  a  result  this 
meeting  had  been  called  to  hear  the  final  decision  in  the  matter. — 
Sligo  Champion,  March  26. 

Another  illustration  comes  from  South  Leitrim  where  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Executive  of  the  United  Irish  League,  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Meehan, 
M.P.,  said  :— 

"  That  the  Manor  Hamilton  District  Council  had  referred  to  the 
Executive  for  their  consideration,  the  question  of  the  enforcement 
of  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Order  in  the  district." — Sligo  Champion 
(April  16). 

At  the  presentation  of  addresses  to  Mr.  J.  Dillon  at  the  demonstration 
at  Athlone  on  April  3,  the  Freeman's  Journal  (April  4)  reported  : — 

"  That  Mr.  J.  Fitzgibbon  said  that  an  address  would  also  have 
been  presented  from  the  Roscommon  County  Council  had  there  been 
a  meeting  of  that  body  ;  but  Mr.  Dillon  might  take  it  from  him  that 
the  address  from  the  Roscommon  Executive  of  the  United  Irish  League 
also  expressed  the  views  whieh  the  County  Councillors  of  Roscommon 
held. — Freeman's  Journal,  April  4. 


172  Irish  Facts.  [May,  1910. 


The  Wicklow  People  (April  6)  reports  : — 

"  That  at  a  meeting  of  the  Wicklow  Urban  Council,  held  on 
March  31,  Messrs.  S.  V.  Delahunt,  William  Byrne,  J.  De  Courcey,  and 
Mr.  M'Donald  were  appointed  to  represent  the  Council  on  the  Divis- 
ional Executive  of  the  United  Irish  League  to  be  ready  for  the  pro- 
spective general  election ! " 

Also  Dublin  County  Council  were  invited  by  theUnited  Irish  League 
to  appoint  delegates  to  attend  the  National  Divisional  Convention  for  the 
selection  of  Parliamentary  Candidates  for  the  North  and  South  divisions 
of  County  Dublin.  This,  after  some  discussion,  the  County  Council 
proceeded  to  do. 

Home  Rule  in  Being. 

From  the  Freeman's  Journal  (April  12) : — 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Castlebar  Urban  Council  during  a  discussion 
on  Sir  Robert  Anderson's  articles  in  the  Times  on  '  Pamellism  and 
Crime  '  Mr.  James  Daly  on  a  resolution  of  condemnation  said  :  '  He  felt 
pleasure  in  seconding  the  resolution  as  one  of  those  who  were  in  the 
service  at  the  time,  and  who  took  an  active  part  in  the  movement.' 

"  Mr.  DAN  HOGAN  (vice-chairman)  said  that  once  again  Judas 
was  on  his  feet. 

"Mr.  WYNN  :    Is  this  fair? 

"  Mr.  HOGAN  :  Yes.  I  was  standing  at  the  railway  station  when 
Mr.  Daly  stood  on  the  bridge  and  called  for  groans  for  Parnell  as  our 
leader  was  passing  to  Westport  five  days  before  his  death. 

"  Mr.  KELLY  hoped  the  Council  would  dissociate  themselves 
from  the  uncalled  for  attack  made  upon  Mr.  Daly  and  that  that  would 
be  recorded  on  the  minutes. 

"  Mr.  HOGAN  said  it  was  Mr.  Kelly  himself  who  told  him  (the 
speaker)  that  he  was  looking  at  Mr.  Daly  groaning  Mr.  Parnell. 

"  Mr.  KELLY  said  that  was  an  outrageous  lie. 

"  Mr.  HOGAN  :    Do  you  deny  that  you  denounced  Pamell  ? 

"  Mr.  DALY  for  reply  made  a  blow  of  his  stick  at  Mr.  Hogan, 
but  the  blow  was  intercepted  by  one  of  the  gas  brackets  over  the  table. 
Several  Councillors,  including  Mr.  Daly,  now  proceeded  to  clear  the 
room,  but  when  they  had  worked  their  way  through  the  throng 
of  people  at  the  end  of  the  room  they  found  that  the  door  was  locked, 
and  that  some  one  had  removed  the  knob  of  the  bolt,  thus  making 
exit  impossible. 

"  At  this  stage  Mr.  J.  Daly  rushed  at  Mr.  Hogan,  who  sat  beside 
the  chairman,  and  dealt  him  four  or  five  blows  of  his  fist  in  the  face. 
Mr.  Hogan  did  not  retaliate,  but  rose  from  his  seat  loudly  protesting, 
and  then  Mr.  Daly  brought  his  heavy  walking-stick  into  action.  His 
first  blow  caught  the  Chairman  across  the  fingers.  The  next  three 
or  four  were  received  by  Mr.  Hogan  across  the  arms,  while  one  caught 
him  square  on  the  head.  Then  Mr.  M.  C.  Daly  and  Mr.  Roderick 
O'Connor  intervened,  to  make  peace,  and  Mr.  M.  C.  Daly  received  a 
bad  blow  on  the  arm.  Mr.  James  Daly  was  then  pushed  towards 
the  back  entrance,  and  was  implored  to  leave  by  the  Chairman,  whom 
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he  faced  at  the  door  in  a  threatening  attitude.  Wiser  counsels 
fortunately  prevailed,  and  Mr.  Daly  left  the  room  as  did  most  of  the 
other  Councillors,  the  acting  clerk  declaring  that  the  meeting  was 
at  an  end." 


Party  Passion  in  Mayo. 

Attention  has  already  been  called  to  the  condition  of  affairs  in  South 
Mayo,  where  a  fierce  civil  war  is  being  fought  between  two  contending 
factions  of  Irish  Home  Rulers.  From  the  incidents  described 
below  readers  will  be  able  to  gather  what  is  the  temper  of  the  country 
under  Mr.  Birrell's  administration. 

On  March  20th  the  village  of  Roundfort  was  described  by  a  Nationalist 
paper  as  "  a  theatre  of  some  of  the  fiercest  conflicts  which  have  been 
witnessed  in  South  Mayo  for  many  years."  Mr.  Conor  O' Kelly  was  to 
hold  a  meeting  there  and  his  opponents  availed  themselves  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  making  a  demonstration  against  him.  They  occupied  the 
village  and  awaited  Mr.  Conor  O'Kelly's  arrival  with  his  contingent. 
A  strong  body  of  Constabulary  numbering  some  150,  many  of  whom  were 
armed  with  rifles,  tried  to  prevent  the  two  bodies  coming  into  collision. 
They  succeeded  for  some  time  though  the  crowd  were  getting  out  of  hand. 
At  length  the  police  fixed  bayonets.  This  demonstration  did  not  deter 
the  rival  crowds  and  finally  the  police  line  was  broken.  A  free  fight 
followed.  The  Mayo  News  (March  26)  thus  describes  the  scene  : — 

"  Hand-to-hand  encounters  continued,  sticks  being  freely  used 
and  the  fighting  arena  changed  from  the  fields  to  the  roadway.  Stones 
now  commenced  to  fly  through  the  air,  while  a  further  element  of 
danger  to  life  and  limb  was  added  by  the  frightened  horses  galloping 
along  the  road.  One  of  the  Claremorris  brakes  was  left  some  distance 
behind  in  the  direction  of  Roundfort,  and  as  many  of  Mr.  O'Kelly's 
opponents  had  by  this  time  got  on  the  roadway  in  front,  the  driver 
(Thomas  Keane),  was  subjected  to  a  fusilade  of  sticks  and  stones 
as  he  drove  along  at  a  gallop  towards  Hollymount.  It  was  a  brutal 
spectacle  to  witness,  as  stones,  weighing  a  pound  and  more,  were 
hurled  mercilessly  at  the  unfortunate  man  as  he  sat  in  the  exposed 
position  on  the  driver's  seat.  The  reins  got  broken  and  the  horses 
dashed  madly  along  uncontrolled,  while  both  the  driver  and  the 
animals  attached  to  the  brake  were  repeatedly  struck.  It  is  a  matter 
for  marvel  how  the  man  escaped  more  serious  injury.  As  it  was, 
he  sustained  some  ugly  cuts  about  the  head,  while  his  ribs  are  also 
injured.  This  incident  alone  will  serve  to  give  an  idea  of  the  ferocity 
exhibited,  and  it  is  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  we  have  not  to 
record  loss  of  life.  After  the  brake  had  passed,  the  scrimmages 
continued  along  the  road,  and  the  shooting  and  general  din  created 
by  the  combatants  was  further  accentuated  by  the  discharge  of 
revolvers.  Several  shots  were  discharged  from  one  of  the  Claremorris 
cars,  but  the  bullets  luckily  found  no  billets.  By  this  time  the  police 
were  getting  the  crowds  again  in  check,  but  not  before  some  of  the 
police  themselves  had  sustained  some  injuries  from  stones.  Gradually 
the  fighting  subsided,  and  at  length  the  conflict  ended." 
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The  following  are  a  few  of  the  many  charges  which  Mr.  Conor  O'Kelly's 
opponents  are  making.  They  accuse  his  followers  of  assaulting  a  little 
girl  who  was  returning  home  from  Mass,  because  her  father  was  suspected 
of  being  a  supporter  of  John  O'Donnell,  the  sitting  Member  of  Parliament, 
who  defeated  Conor  O'Kelly  at  the  General  Election.  They  are  also 
accusing  his  followers  of  interrupting  in  the  Chapel  during  Mass 
and  the  burning  of  the  reading  room. 

Mr.  Conor  O'Kelly  declares  that  a  poster  was  distributed  saying 
that  he  and  his  friends  have  been  described  from  the  Altar  of  the  Clare- 
morris  Church  as  "  The  worst  ruffians  this  side  of  Hell  "  ;  "  the  standard- 
bearers  of  the  black  banner  of  irreligion  "  ;  "  imitators  of  the  Atheistical 
Party  of  France "  ;  "  as  Clemenceaus,  Garibaldis  and  Shaun-na- 
Soggarths "  ;  and  more  recently  still,  in  the  late  election,  as  persons 
who  "  would  pull  down  their  churches,  desecrate  their  altars,  and  drive 
the  priests  out  of  the  country  !  " 

One  of  Mr.  Conor  O'Kelly's  clerical  opponents,  Archdeacon  Kilkenny, 
before  reading  the  address  accompanying  a  subscription  from  some  of  the 
Claremorris  inhabitants  to  make  up  for  the  shortage  in  the  Easter  collection, 
apparently  caused  by  the  action  of  Conor  O'Kelly's  supporters,  describes 
the  condition  of  the  district : — "  In  the  meantime  I  freely  acquit  from 
blame  in  withholding  their  usual  subscriptions  from  the  clergy  the  country 
people  who  were  deluded  or  terrorised  by  the  minions  of  the  irreligious 
gang  who  were  sent  among  them.  Some  of  these  people  from  the  country 
villages  have  told  me,  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  that  it  was  fear  inspired  by 
midnight  visits  from  wicked  men,  and  threats  of  burning  their  houses, 
that  compelled  them  to  abstain  from  subscribing  as  usual  to  their  faithful 
priests.  That  these  threats  are  not  vain  we  have  proof  in  the  daily  burnings 
that  take  place,  the  destruction  of  farm  implements,  and  the  reign  of  terror 
that  prevails  in  this  unhappy  district." 

To  this  description  may  be  added  the  following  extracts  from  a  leading 
article  in  the  Western  People  (April  16) : — 

"  The  series  of  burning  outrages  perpetrated  within  the  last  week 
in  Claremorris  is  sufficient  to  make  one  ask  has  all  means  of  protection 
for  life  and  property  disappeared  from  the  district,  and  is  the  midnight 
incendiary  free  to  do  as  he  likes  ? 

" .  .  .  .  Recent  outrages,  including  the  burning  down  of  the  read- 
ing room,  have  remained  undetected  and  unpunished. 

" .  .  .  .  We  shudder  to  think  of  the  awful  consequences  that 
might  have  resulted  had  the  attempted  biirning  down  of  Mr.  Brett's 
shed  not  fortunately  been  detected  in  time.  The  shed  contained  a 
quantity  of  petrol,  blasting  powder,  ammunition,  and  other  explosives, 
and  had  the  blaze  caught  hold  of  these  the  destruction  of  property 
Would  have  been  only  less  perhaps  than  the  destruction  of  life — it 
might  have  been  murder  on  a  wholesale  scale  by  some  cowardly 
ruffian  with  a  murderer's  heart,  and  a  whole  side  of  a  street  swept 
away." 

Unionists  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  not  hesitate  to  lay  stress  on  this  fore- 
taste of  Ireland  under  Home  Rule. 
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ENEMIES  OF  THE  EMPIRE. 


THE    STORY    OF     PATRICK    FORD. 

The  Irish  Party  has  recently  seen  fit  to  revive  the  old  story  of  Parnell- 
ism  and  Crime  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Commons.  We  may  well  wonder 
why  they  have  done  so  :  it  can  scarcely  have  been  in  order  to  deprive  Sir 
Robert  Anderson  of  his  pension  ;  that  would  have  been  employing  a 
Nasmyth  hammer  to  crush  a  nut.  For  we  must  remember  that  to  invoke  the 
memories  of  the  famous  "  Parnell  Commission  "  does  not  limit  us  to  remem- 
bering only  the  Judges'  findings  that  were  favourable  to  the  Nationalist 
Party  ;  it  reminds  us,  also,  of  the  many  counts  upon  which  they  were  found 
guilty,  and  informs  a  later  generation  of  a  piece  of  discreditable  political 
history  which  to  them  was  hitherto  unknown.  It  becomes  our  duty,  there- 
fore, to  join  in  the  instruction  of  those  who  did  not  live  through  the  stormy 
days  of  the  "  early  eighties,"  and  to  give  them  chapter  and  verse  for  some 
details  in  the  previous  history  of  those  politicians  whom  they,  during  their 
political  lives,  have  been  accustomed  to  think  of  as  single-minded  patriots. 

Then,  as  now,  the  Nationalist  party — or,  it  would  be  more  accurate 
to  say,  the  Separatist  movement  beginning  with  Home  Rule — was  indebted 
to  the  Fenians  in  America  for  the  sinews  of  war.  Money  was  poured  into 
Ireland  from  the  United  States  thirty  years  ago  just  as  it  was  last  year, 
and  for  the  same  object.  In  those  days  Patrick  Ford,  the  Editor  of  the 
Irish  World,  was  the  dominating  personality  of  the  movement ;  he 
supplied  the  brain  power  and  the  purse  power  then  as  he  does  to-day ; 
his  insensate  hatred  of  Britain  and  the  British  Empire  has,  in  the  columns  of 
his  newspaper,  fanned  the  embers  of  hostility  to  our  Motherland  in  the 
hearts  of  our  enemies  across  the  Atlantic  ocean  for  thirty  long  years ; 
without  his  financial  assistance  the  Nationalist  Party  would  have  been 
practically  penniless  at  the  last  election,  and  will  be  bankrupt  at  the  next 
appeal  to  the  country.  No  wonder,  then,  that  Mr.  Fedmond  loses  no  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  his  undying  gratitude  to  this  notorious  person,  "  a 
known  advocate  of  crime  and  the  use  of  dynamite  "  (Report  of  Parnell 
Commission) ;  invites  him  to  visit  Ireland  and  receive  the  thanks  of  the 
rebel  Irish,  and  speaks  of  him  at  Enniscorthy  in  September,  1909,  as  "  the 
grand  old  veteran,  Patrick  Ford,  who  has  done  more  for  the  last  thirty 
or  forty  years  for  Ireland  than  almost  any  man  alive." 

It  will  be  enough  to  glance  over  the  past  thirty  years  of  Ford's  history 
and  to  gather  from  its  record  what  manner  of  man  he  is.  In  1 879  we  find 
him  intimately  associated  with  O'Donovan  Rossa,  the  dynamiter,  to  provide 
a  "  Skirmishing  Fund  "  for  the  liberation  of  Ireland  from  British  rule. 
The  purpose  of  this  organisation  was  clearly  stated  by  Rossa  : — 

"  No  bluster,  no  bravado,  no  humbug :  but  the  cool,  deep,  dark 
resolve  .  .  .  that  the  refusal  of  our  demand  means  War — honourable 
or  dishonourable — as  it  suits  us.  Fire  and  Sword,  but  chiefly  Fire. 
Every  man,  alone  or  in  groups,  to  commence  it  on  every  spot  of 
earth  where  English  power  and  English  property  confronts  an  Irish- 
man." 
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Another  associate,  John  Devoy,  made  the  purpose  a  little  plainer  : — 

"For  every  Irishman  murdered  we  shall  take  in  reprisal  the  life 
of  a  British  Minister.  For  every  hundred  Irishmen  murdered  we  shall 
sacrifice  the  lives  of  an  entire  British  Ministry.  For  a  wholesale 
massacre  of  the  Irish  people  we  will  make  England  a  smouldering 
ruin  of  ashes  and  blood." — (New  York,  Jan.,  1881.) 

(It  was  explained  that  by  "  murders  "  and  "  massacres  "  of  Irishmen 
the  speaker  meant  the  fate  of  those  who  lost  their  lives  in  opposing  law 
and  civilisation  in  Ireland.) 

Patrick  Ford  developed  the  idea  in  the  Irish  World  of  August  28, 
1880  :— 

"  That  the  idea  (of  burning  down  London  and  the  principal  cities 
of  Englard)  could  be  carried  into  execution,  that  London  could  be  laid 

in  ashes  in  twenty-four  hours   was  to  us  self-evident Our 

Irish  Skirmishers  would  be  well  disguised.     They  would  enter  London 

unknown   and   unnoticed In   two    hours   from    the    word    of 

command  London  would  be  in  flames,  shooting  up  to  the  heavens  in 
fifty  different  places.     The  blazing  spectacle  would  attract  all  eyes 
and  leave  the  skirmishers  to  operate  with  impunity  in  the  darkness." 
For  these  and  similar  purposes  a  large  sum  of  money,  not  less  than 
£60,000,  was  collected  through  the  instrumentality  of  Ford  and  his  news- 
paper, that  murder  and  dynamite  outrage  might  devastate  property  and 
destroy  life  in  England  ;    and  to  check  them  the  "  Protection  of  Person 
and  Property  "  Bill  was  introduced  and  passed  through  Parliament.     In 
tiie  course  of  its  passage  Sir  William  Harcourt  said,  in  a  speech  full  of 
unqualified  invective  against  the  destroyers  of  Society  : — 

"  The  Bill  does  give  extraordinary  powers  ...  to  save  society 
from  atrocious  crime ;  and  if  there  be  men  who  entertain  such 
sentiments  as  those  I  have  read  to  the  House  it  is  the  duty  of  this 
Government  to  stamp  upon  them  as  they  would  upon  a  nest  of 
vipers." 

This  attitude  of  the  British  Government — the  only  possible  one 
under  the  circumstances — roused  the  dynamite  party  to  an  unparalleled 
pitch  of  fury,  and  Ford  indited  a  series  of  "  Open  Letters  "  to  Mr.  Gladstone 
upon  the  subject  of  the  "  Criminal  History  of  the  British  Empire."  It 
is  well,  at  this  moment,  to  recall  some  of  the  conclusions  to  which  the 
author's  researches — never  very  deep  nor  even  tolerably  accurate — led 
him. 

We  learn  that  "  the  Genius  of  the  British  Empire  is  an  emanation 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Evil  One,"  and  that "  so  it  will  be  until  your  accursed 
standard  goes  down  amid  the  execration  of  all  good  men.  When  will  Chat 
be  ?  When  the  Golden  Rule  comes  to  be  accepted  as  the  standard  of  moral 
actions  of  responsible  beings,  then  will  your  British  Empire,  which  is  the 
visible  expression  of  the  Kingdom  of  '  the  prince  of  the  world  of  this 
darkness  '  go  down — down  to  the  devil  whence  it  originated." 
He  continues  : — 

"  Talk  of  wild  Indians  !  Talk  of  South  Sea  cannibals  !  What 
can  be  talked  of — what  can  be  conceived  of  even  among  devils  more 
hellish  than  your  diabolism  ?  The  man-eater  is  a  utilitarian,  and  to 
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compare  him  with  you  English  would,  in  common  honesty,  be  an 

injustice Your  Empire  tramples  on  the  Laws  of  God.     Yours 

is  by  pre-eminence  an   Empire   of  Sin." 

And  so  on,  through  five  long  letters  addressed  to  the  then  Prime 
Minister,  concluding  with  the  following  pious  prophecy : 

"  Not  only  Would  the  Irish  race  the  world  over  rejoice  at  your  fall, 

but  many  Irishmen  would  to-morrow  be  willing  to  sacrifice  their  lives 

for  the  immortality  of  the  honour  of  being  the  chosen  instruments  in 

the  work  of  bringing  your  Babylon  down  to  hell." 

Some  of  the  personal  appreciations  in  this  infamous  pamphlet  are 

worth  a  passing  notice  before  leaving  it.     Of  our  Monarchy  the   author 

says  :    "  Your  King  stands  forward  as  the  representative  of  your  British 

Empire,  .  .  .  the  corporate  embodiment  of  all  villainies."     Of  himself 

he  says  :    "I  feel  that  my  position  is  far  more  honourable,  more  noble, 

more  Christian,  and  therefore  more  pleasing  to  God  and  to  good  men  than 

is  yours."     And  of  Mr.  Gladstone,  to  Mr.  Gladstone,  he  writes  : — 

"  Whilst  you  may  not  be  devoid  of  good  impulses  your  consti- 
tutionally conservative  habit  of  thought,  your  timidity,  your  vanity, 
your  meanness  ....  render  you  mail-proof  against  argument  and 
expostulation. " 

"  Your  course  on  the  whole  has  been  one  of  evil.  The  son  of  a 
Liverpool  merchant,  who,  in  the  days  of  African  slave-piracy,  had 
made  a  large  fortune  out  of  the  trade  in  human  flesh  and  blood,  you 

were  in  your  young  life  an  avowed  Tory," * 

And  more  to  the  same  effect. 

It  was  to  crush  this  Empire  and  Monarchy  with  its  Statesmen  that  the 
"  Skirmishing  Fund  "  went  forward ;  and  those  who  remember  the  dark 
days  of  terror  both  in  Ireland  and  England  between  1880 — 1885  will  be 
the  first  to  admit  that  Ford's  fund,  Ford's  publications,  and  Ford's  policy 
were  in  the  main  responsible  for  them. 

But  it  may  be  well  to  recapitulate  here,  for  the  information  of  those 
who  have  no  distinct  recollection  of  those  harrowing  times,  the  condition 
of  things  brought  about  by  the  co-operation  between  the  forces  of  disorder 
in  Ireland  and  America.  The  "  Skirmishing  Fund  "  was  started  in  1879 
as  we  have  said.  In  1878  there  had  been  but  301  agrarian  crimes  in  Ireland. 
In  1879  the  number  had  risen  to  863.  The  following  year  (1880)  the  total 
was  2,589  ;  in  1881  it  increased  to  4,439  (when,  as  Mr.  Parnell  asserted, 
"  the  Land  League  was  in  its  full  vigour") ;  in  1882  the  numbers  were 
3,342.  These  crimes  included  a  large  number  of  murders,  cattle  maimings, 
arsons  and  firing  into  d  wellings  and  at  persons;  and  they  were  only  checked 
by  the  passing  of  the  Crimes  Act  in  July,  1882,  whose  effect  was  instantane- 
ous, as  it  invariably  is,  in  dealing  with  organised  disorder.  The  impression 
of  such  wholesale  crime  and  intimidation  was  profound  on  the  minds  of 
the  people  of  England,  who  were  shocked  beyond  measure  at  the  terrible 
tidings?  that  reached  them  from  Ireland  each  morning  when  they  opened 
their  newspapers.  But  still  more  aghast  were  we  in  the  years  1883and  1884, 
when  every  day  disclosed  the  revelation  of  Fenian  plots,  sometimes 
detected  in  time  but  sometimes  successful,  to  strike  terror  into  the  heart 
of  the  British  nation  by  their  diabolical  attempts  upon  life  and  property 
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in  England.  There  were  dynamite  explosions,  effected  by  infernal 
machines,  in  Westminster  Hall,  at  the  Tower  of  London,  at  Scotland  Yard, 
in  the  Junior  Carlton  Club,  at  Victoria  Station,  on  the  Underground 
Railway,  at  the  Local  Government  Board  and  at  London  Bridge  ;  also 
at  Glasgow,  Salisbury,  Oldham,  Barrow  and  elsewhere.  Infernal  ma- 
chines were  discovered  in  the  cloak  rooms  at  Paddington  and  Ludgate 
Hill  stations  and  under  the  Grand  Stand  on  Liverpool" racecourse.  Extra- 
ordinary precautions  were  taken  to  protect  Windsor  Castle  and  Buckingham 
Palace,  the  Bank  of  England  and  the  British  Museum,  all  of  which  buildings 
were  threatened ;  and  trials  of  dynamiters  were  of  constant  occurrence, 
of  men  like  Gallagher,  who  was  tried  and  convicted  at  the  Old  Bailey 
"  For  feloniously  compassing  and  intending  to  depose  the  Queen  from  her 
Imperial  Throne,  for  intending  to  levy  war  upon  the  Queen,  and  for  intend- 
ing to  intimidate  and  overawe  the  Houses  of  Parliament  by  means  of  the 
use  of  dynamite." 

In  those  days  an  American  newspaper  known  as  the  "  Dynamite 
Monthly  "  was  circulated  with  a  black  list  indicating  who  were  the  proper 
victims  of  assassination  and  adding  "  even  that  grand  old  man  Gladstone 
may  be  included,"  and  Sir  William  Harcourt's  "  Explosives  Act  "  was 
passed  through  all  its  stages  both  in  the  Lords  and  Commons  and  received 
.the  Royal  Assent  within  twenty-four  hours  of  its  introduction.  Those 
were  the  days  when,  in  the  words  of  the  New  York  Times,  we  were  at  the 
mercy  of : — 

"  Such  outcasts  as  Patrick  Ford  and  O' Donovan  Rossa,  who 
glory  in  their  efforts  to  stir  up  a  spirit  of  assassination"; 

a  very  accurate  description  of  Mr.  Redmond's  ally  if  we  may  judge 
by  his  writings  about  that  time. 

We  append  a  fsw  examples  of  his  style  and  sentiments. 

In  1883  (on  Christmas  Day)  he  writes  in  the  Irish  World : — 

"  I  believe  in  making  reprisals  !  An  eye  for  an  eye  and  a  tooth 
for  a  tooth  !  I  believe  that  every  informer  ought  to  die  the  death  of  a 
dog.  I  believe  that  England  ought  to  be  plagued  with  all  the  plagues 
of  Egypt ;  that  she  ought  to  be  scourged  by  day  and  terrorised  by 
night.  I  believe  that  this  species  of  warfare  ought  to  be  kept  up 
till  England,  hurt  as  well  as  scared,  falls  paralysed  upon  her  knees 
and  begs  Ireland  to  depart  from  her." 

So  in  1884  we  find  a  leading  article  in  the  Irish  World,  written  in  the 
peculiar  style  of  the  same  pernicious  pen : — 

"  The  physical  force  men  are  causing  England  to  howl  as  she 
never  howled  before.  Success  say  we  to  the  National  League  and 
more  power  to  dynamite." 

And  in  1886  on  September  4.  the  same  Irish  World  contains  a  letter 
signe;l  "  Patrick  Ford  "  in  which  he  says  : — 

"  This  gospel  of  dynamite  is  one  of  those  subjects.  Well,  all  I 
have  ever  said  on  this  subject  I  stand  by  now  ;  and  I  stand  by  it  .  . 
because  I  believe  I  am  right.  St.  Paul  tells  us  that  '  every  creature 
of  God  is  good.'  Dynamite  then,  considered  in  its  origin  and  elements 
as  coming  from  the  hand  of  the  Creator,  is  necessarily  good.  .  ." 
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Again  in  1899  (November)  in  the  Irish  World  his  signature  was  attached 
.to  the  words  : — 

"  If  any  set  of  Irishmen  see  their  way  to  successfully  attack 
England  by  physical  force  why  let  them  go  ahead,  and  God  bless  them. 
If  there  is  any  dynamite  or  lyddite  that  will  blow  the  British  Empire  up 
into  the  clouds  or  down  into  the  bottomless  pit  why,  let  it  be  used, 
and  forthwith." 

His  association  with  the  gospel  of  dynamite  and  murder  is  admitted 
not  only  by  the  foregoing  quotations  from  his  own  writings,  but  by  his 
intimate  friend,  the  late  Michael  Davitt,  who  said  (at  Dingwall.  April  29, 
1887)  :— 

"  Patrick  Ford,  I  admit,  advocated  dynamite.     He  has  spoken 

approvingly  of  the  assassinations  in  the  Phoenix  Park." 

Certainly  ;  for  writing  a  signed  letter  in  his  own  newspaper  on 
.February  6,  1884,  Patrick  Ford  said  :— 

"  A  year  last  May  two  standard  bearers  of  England's  domination 
in  Ireland  were  struck  down  in  the  Phoenix  Park.  Had  it  been  Forster 
or  Clifford  Lloyd  no  surprise  would  have  been  occasioned,  nor  would 
any  Irish  sorrow  have  followed.  I  say  it  is  not  creditable  to  the  Irish 
name  that  they  were  ever  permitted  to  leave  the  Irish  shores  as  live 

men May  God  send  Ireland  more  men  with  hearts  like  Joe 

Brady.     Assassins  ?     No,  they  were  heroes  who  knew  how  to  die 
for  a  cause  as  well  as  to  kill  for  a  cause." 

Yet  this  man,  breathing  fire  and  slaughter,  was  thus  described  by 
Michael  Davitt : — 

"  I  have  yet  to  meet  a  better  man,  morally  and  as  a  Christian 
and  as  a  philanthropist,  than  Patrick  Ford." 

It  is  not,  however,  either  as  a  moralist  or  a  philanthropist  or  as  a 
vChristian  that  we  are  concerned,  in  the  year  1910,  with  this  individual. 
Twenty  years  ago  the  Irish  World  was  found,  by  the  Judges  in  the  Parnell 
Commission  case,  to  be  a  newspaper  "  tending  to  incite  to  sedition  and  to 
•other  crime,"  and  Patrick  Ford  (its  editor  and  proprietor)  was  declared 
by  the  same  authorities  to  be  "a  known  advocate  of  crime  and  the  use 
of  dynamite."  Of  him,  and  his  like,  Michael  Davitt  wrote  from  prison 
on  March  25,  1883  :— 

"  The  dynamite  theory  is  the  very  abnegation  of  mind,  the 
surrender  of  reason  to  rage,  of  judgment  to  blind  unthinking  reckless- 
ness." 

"  And  Mr.  Parnell  declared  in  the  House  of  Commons  (February 
23,  1883)  that  Ford  :  '  Chooses  to  direct  his  newspaper  for  the  purpose 
of  destroying  or  attempting  to  destroy  the  movement  which  we  have 
been  so  carefully  building  up  in  Ireland.  Mr.  Ford's  aims  and  objects 
and  programme  are  not  my  aims  and  objects  or  programme '  "  ; 

although  it  was  admitted  at  an  earlier  date  that  the  money  collected 
by  the  "  Skirmishing  Fund  "  had  found  its  way  into  the  coffers  of  the 
Irish  Parliamentary  Party. 
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But  Patrick  Ford  was  more  constant  to  his  purpose  than  either  Davitt 
or  Parnell.  He  recanted  nothing,  regretted  nothing.  Tn  1886,  writing 
about  the  "  gospel  of  dynamite,"  he  insisted  that 

"  All  that  I  have  ever  said  on  this  subject  I  stand  by  now." 

So,  to  come  to  later  years,  in  1907,  Mr.  Ford  still  stuck  to  his  guns, 
in  a  significant  commentary  upon  a  violent  article  written  by  Dr.  Emmet 
in  the  Irish  World  (June  7,  1907),  in  praire  of  the  use  of  dynamite  as 
Ireland's  defence. 

Says  Mr.  Ford : 

"  I  am  in  entire  agreement  with  the  views    expressed  and  the 

conclusions  reached  by  Dr.  Emmet  himself.     I  am  also  in  sympathy 

with  the  United  Irish  League  and  the  Irish  Parliamentary  Party 

so  admirably  led  by  Mr.  John  Redmond." 

Only  last  year  (May  22,  1909)  he  republished  a  list  of  his  many  funds 
started  between  1876-1884,  amounting  in  all  to  516,000  dollars  for  "  Irish 
National  and  Patriotic  Purposes  "  ;  and,  when  the  whole  of  the  civilised 
world  stood  aghast  at  the  cold-blooded  murder  of  Sir  William  Curzon 
Wvllie,  he  headed  his  article  on  Dhingra's  execution  (Irish  World,  August 
14):- 

"  Latest  Martyr  to  English  Tyranny,   Executed  in  London.     His 
Death  an  Inspiration  for  Indian  Nationalists." 

Surely  this  shows,  as  plainly  as  language  can  express  thought,  that  Patrick 
Ford  remains  to-day  the  defiant  desperado  that  he  was  in  the  year  1880. 

Yet  Mr.  Redmond  honours  him,  the  man  whose  methods  were  dis- 
avowed by  both  Messrs.  Davitt  and  Parnell.  This  is  what  passes  our 
compiehension.  I  have  searched  in  vain  for  any  trace  of  shame  or  sorrow 
on  Ford's  part  for  the  role  that  he  elected  to  play  30  years  ago.  Not  a 
trace  of  either  can  I  find  or  hear  of.  Mr.  Redmond,  knowing  the  man 
personally,  may  be  better  informed  ;  if  so,  it  is  surely  his  duty  to  give  his 
exclusive  information  to  the  public,  or,  at  any  rate,  to  the  Radical  party 
with  which  he  is  now  in  close  political  co-operation.  Otherwise,  how  can 
he  expect  the"  British  public  to  take  at  their  face  value  his  declarations 
that  nobody  in  Ireland  wants  Separation,  that  no  enmity  exists  between 
those  for  whom  he  is  entitled  to  speak  and  the  British  democracy.  He 
must  know  that  Ford's  heart-strings  and  purse-strings  would  tighten 
against  his  movement  altogether  if  Separation  were  not  the  goal 
towards  which  Home  Rule  is  but  an  obvious  and  easy  stepping-stone. 

I  feel  that  we  may  appeal  with  some  confidence  to  all  creeds  and 
classes  in  this  country  to  give  a  wide  berth  to  treasonmongers  of  this 
stamp  who,  under  the  protection  of  their  American  nationality,  were 
invited  over  here  to  be  feasted  and  fondled  as  though  their  past  had  been 
effaced  and  their  present  had  been  condoned.  Let  it  never  be  forgotten 
that  the  machinations  of  Ford,  in  providing  the  sinews  of  uncivilised  war 
against  Great  Britain,  brought  misery  to  thousands  in  Ireland  during 
those  years  of  appalling  agrarian  crime  1880-1885  and  threatened  (so  far 
as  in  them  lay)  the  foundations  of  society — life  and  property — for  the 
chief  cities  of  England.  He  was  foremost  amongst  those  referred  to  by 
Sir  William  Harcourt  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  April  9th,  1883,  when 
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introducing  the  "  Explosives  Act,"  to  which  reference  has  already  been 
made.     This  measure,  he  declared,  was  directed  against — 

"  men  who  are  banded  together  against  all  the  interests  that 
keep  society  alive  ;  men  who  are  like  the  Assassin  of  the  East,  like 
the  Petroleurs  of  the  Commune,  like  the  worst  criminals  the  world 
has  ever  produced.  They  advertise  their  objects,  they  announce 
them  ;  they  avow  them  ;  they  collect  money  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
mitting wholesale  murder  and  burning  down  civilised  towns.  We 
have  to  deal  with  men  who,  like  pirates,  are  the  enemies  of  the  human 
race  and  who  ought  to  be  treated  like  men  having  no  nationality." 

We  cannot  but  regret  that  Mr.  Redmond  should  have  been  weak 
enough  to  have  got  entangled  in  such  an  unholy  alliance.  It  makes  him 
suspect  of  intentions  which  it  is  impossible  to  believe  that  he  harbours. 
True,  he  has  often  threatened  to  make  the  Government  of  Ireland 
x'  difficult,  dangerous,  and  in  the  end  impossible  "  ;  he  has  also  proclaimed, 
from  his  place  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that,  if  he  saw  the  slightest 
chance  of  success,  he  would  preach  the  gospel  of  armed  insurrection  in 
Ireland.  These  phrases  recur  to  the  memory  now,  and  I  commend 
them  to  the  notice  of  his  Majesty's  Government  and  of  their 
supporters.  Mr.  Redmond,  without  whose  active  assistance  the 
Government  would  be  turned  out  to-morrow,  admits  that  Home  Rule 
will  follow  the  abolition  of  the  Veto ;  and  Patrick  Ford  is  seeing  to  it 
that  the  first-fruit  of  Home  Rule  shall  be  Separation,  the  break-up  of  the 
Empire  that  he  loathes  with  a  fierce  and  uncontrollable  hatred. 

IAN  MALCOLM. 
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THE  BUDGET  "BARGAIN." 

ALL    SIDES    OF    THE    STORY. 


"  We  ought  to  join  in  passing  from  end  to  end  of  the  country  the 
watchword,  '  No  fresh  taxation  for  Ireland  in  the  Budget  of  1910."'— Mr, 
Kettle,  M.P.,  Nationalist  Convention,  February  10,  1909. 

"  We  will  vote  for  the  Budget.  We  are  willing  to  pay  that  price, 
but  we  are  not  willing  to  pay  that  price  for  nothing." — Mr.  Redmond, 

House  of  Commons,  February  21,  1910. 


Out  of  the  confusion,  of  contradictory  utterances  of  politicians — Irish 
Home  Rulers  and  Radical  Ministers — emerges  the  fact  that  the  Radical 
Government  has  obtained  Irish  Home  Rule  support  for  the  Budget. 

The  Prime  Minister,  it  is  true,  repudiates  the  word  "  bargain."  So 
do  the  Irish  Home  Rulers.  But  the  denial  does  not  greatly  move  one  if 
the  following  extract  from  Lord  Morley's  Life  of  Gladstone,  is  borne 
in  mind : — 

"  Mr.  Gladstone  was  always  impatient  of  any  references  to 
'  reciprocal  assurances '  or  '  tacit  understandings  '  in  respect  of  the 
dealings  with  the  prisoner  at  Kilmainham.  Still  the  nature  Of  the 
proceedings  was  plain  enough." 

Up  for  Sale. 

No  one  will,  at  any  rate,  deny  that  the  Irish  Home  Rulers  were  up  for 
sale.  Mr.  Redmond  himself  stated  it.  In  the  House  of  Commons  on. 
February  21,  he  said  : — 

"  Let  the  Prime  Minister  give  us  reasonable  assurances  that  he 
would  be  able  to  carry  his  Veto  Bill  into  law  this  year,  and  we  will 
not  abstain  from  voting  on  the  Budget.  We  will  vote  for  it.  We 
are  willing  to  pay  that  price,  but  we  are  not  willing  to  pay  that  price 
for  nothing." — Parl.  Deb.,  February  21. 

Here,  at  any  rate,  was  a  willing  seller.  Whether  it  would  be  right 
to  term  the  Radical  Government  a  willing  buyer  can  be  a  matter  of  contro- 
versy. It  is  not  important.  What  is  important  is  that  they  have  bought- 

The  position  after  the  General  Election  is  worth  consideration.  On 
the  one  hand  the  Government  were  desirous  of  passing  their  Budget,, 
because,  apart  from  any  pride  they  may  have  in  the  measure,  failure  to 
pass  it  would  abundantly  justify  the  action  of  the  House  of  Lords. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Irish  Home  Rulers  were  at  any  rate  indifferent 
to,  if  not  actively  hostile  against,  the  Budget.  But  they  earnestly  desired 
to  see  the  Government  plans  for  destroying  the  House  of  Lords  put  into 
operation,  since  immediately  that  was  done  they  declared  that  they  had 
the  Prime  Minister's  pledge  to  introduce  a  Home  Rule  Bill.  That  being 
so  it  is  not  surprising  that  Mr.  Redmond  declared  that  they  regarded 
"  the  abolition  or  limitation  of  the  veto  of  the  House  of  Lords  as  tanta- 
mount to  the  granting  of  Home  Rule  to  Ireland." — (House  of  Commons,. 
February  21.) 
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The  question  was — would  the  Government  consent  to  press  forward 
their  "veto"  proposals  in  return  for  Mr.  Redmond's  support  for  the 
Budget  ? 

A  Coy  Prime  Minister. 

The  proposition  was  a  simple  one.  But  the  final  acceptance  was 
frequently  postponed  by  a  hesitancy  on  the  part  of  the  Prime  Minister. 
His  utterances  showed  at  times  a  decided  antagonism  to  say  what  Mr. 
Redmond  desired. 

These  little  bursts  of  spirit,  however,  were  not  maintained.  Mr. 
Asquith  always  in  the  end  became  amenable  :  and  the  only  effect  was 
to  make  the  Government  cut  a  truly  sorry  figure,  without  mind  or  purpose 
of  its  own. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  recall  the  occasions  upon  which  the 
Prime  Minister  put  up  a  fight  against  the  Irish  Nationalist  leader  :  and  then 
to  note  the  subsequent  surrender. 

The  Government  in  the  King's  Speech  declared  that  they  intended  to 
reform  the  House  of  Lords.  Mr.  Redmond  said  that  they  had  not  mandate 
to  do  so.  The  proposal  was  instantly  dropped. 

Again,  Mr.  Asquith  said  that  a  Bill,  and  not  the  Resolutions,  were  to 
be  sent  to  the  House  of  Lords.  Mr.  Redmond  said  that  he  could  not  be  a 
party  to  such  a  policy.  His  objection  secured  a  reversal  of  the  idea. 

A  Plain  Declaration. 

Compliance  with  Mr.  Redmond's  demands  in  these  two  instances 
paved  the  way  for  Mr.  Asquith's  greatest  and  last  surrender — and  secured 
the  passing  of  the  Budget. 

Properly  tp  appreciate  its  full  significance  it  is  necessary  to  go  back  to 
the  first  days  of  the  Session  when  the  Prime  Minister  was  explaining  how 
his  pledge  to  take  office  only  on  condition  of  securing  guarantees  was 
correctly  to  be  interpreted  in  a  sense  entirely  contrary  to  the  meaning 
generally  placed  upon  those  words  by  all  Radical  and  Home  Rub  candi- 
dates. Then  he  said  : — 

"  To  ask  in  advance  for  a  blank  authority  for  an  indefinite  exercise 
of  the  Royal  Prerogative  in  regard  to  a  measure  which  has  never  been 
submitted  to  or  approved  by  the  House  of  Commons  is  a  request 
which  in  my  judgment  no  constitutional  statesman  can  properly 
make  and  it  is  a  concession  which  the  Sovereign  cannot  be  expected  to 
grant." — Parl.  Deb.,  February  21. 

This  declaration  was  not  received  with  pleasure  or  approval  by  the 
Irish  Nationalists.  And  it  was  soon  evident  that  the  procedure  to  be 
adopted  if  the  Resolutions  were  rejected  was  the  critical  point  upon  which 
the  question  of  Mr.  Redmond's  support  for  the  Budget  rested. 

The  Tipperary  Ultimatum. 

Mr.  Redmond  made  his  demands  quite  clear,  and  expressed  his 
dissatisfaction  at  the  position  of  affairs.  His  last  and  most  precise  declara- 
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tion  was  made  at  Tipperary  on  April  3.     There  he  set  out  the  three-fold 
nature  of  his  demands.     He  said  : — 

"  For  my  part  I  am  not  yet  at  this  moment  assured  as  to  what 
will  happen  after  the  Lords  have  rejected,  as  they  will  reject,  the 
Veto  Resolutions.  Up  to  this  moment  we  have  not  yet  had  an 
explicit  and  unequivocal  declaration  that  when  those  Veto  Reso- 
lutions are  defeated  in  the  Lords  the  Prime  Minister  will  immediately 
go  to  the  Throne  and  ask  for  guarantees,  and  the  Royal  Prerogative 
will  be  at  his  disposal  to  overbear  the  opposition  of  the  Lords. 

"We  have  not  got  an  explicit  declaration  that  if  these  guarantees 
are  refused  the  Government  will  act  on  the  Albert  Hall  speech  and 
refiise  to  remain  in  for  one  single  hour  in  office.  I  would  like  to  say 
if  such  a  statement  were  made,  if  we  were  assured  that  the  moment 
the  Lords  rejected  the  Veto  the  Government  would  go  and  ssk  for 
those  guarantees  and  if  they  were  refused  would  decline  to  retain  office, 
that  that  would  ease  the  situation  for  us  in  a  very  marked  degree. 
But  let  me  ask  you  what  would  the  position  of  Ireland  and  the  National 
Party  be  if  we  first  agreed  to  pass  the  Budget  through  all  its  stages 
and  the  Veto  Resolutions  were  defeated  by  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
the  Government  refused  to  ask  for  guarantees  or  paltered  on  the 
question  or  having  asked  guarantees  and  the  guarantees  having  been 
refused,  they  continued  to  cling  to  office  and  postponed  their  fight 
against  the  House  of  Lords  ?  We  would  then  have  abandoned  the 
one  great  weapon  by  which  we  can  force  them  to  stand  to  their  pledge. 

"I  sincerely  hope  that  the  explicit  declarations  to  which  I  have 
referred  will  be  made,  and  I  go  further  and  I  say  that  if  I  am  assured 
that  the  Government  will  honestly  ask  for  the  guarantees  when  the 
Lords  reject  the  Veto,  and  if  they  are  refused  the  guarantees,  they 
will  refuse  to  hold  office,  and  precipitate  a  crisis,  and  if  even  a  third 
reading  of  the  Budget  were  held  back  until  we  saw  what  is  going  to 
happen,  if  that  took  place  then  we  could  easily,  with  the  utmost  safety 
to  our  cause,  and  quite  consistently  with  our  policy  and  pledges, 
settle,  down  to  discuss  such  concessions  on  the  Budget  as  would  make 
the  Budget  as  acceptable  or  as  tolerable,  at  any  rate,  as  any  British 
Budget  can  be  for  Ireland  under  the  Act  of  Union. 

"  Now,  as  to  these  concessions,  I  say  to  you  concessions  on  the 
Spirit  and  Licence  Duties,  concessions  on  the  Land  Taxes,  on  the 
Probate  and  Succession  Duty,  concessions  on  the  Stamp  Taxes,  and 
on  the  revaluation  of  Ireland — all  these  concessions,  in  my  opinion, 
present  no  serious  difficulty  at  all.  Long  before  I  went  to  Canossa, 
to  use  a  phrase  Mr.  William  O'Brien  used  recently  about  me — I  made 
a  mistake.  I  ought  to  have  said  before  Mr.  William  O'Brien  went  to 
Canossa,  to  use  the  phrase  that  he  used  about  me  long  before  he  went 
with  Mr.  Healy  to  his  secret  interview  with  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  Long  before  that — weeks  before  that — I  had  satisfied 
myself  from  my  conversation  with  Mr.  Lloyd  George,  that  an  amicable 
arrangement  on  all  these  concessions  could  easily  be  arrived  at  with 
the  Government."— Freeman's  Journal,  April  4. 


May,  1910.]  Irish  Facts.  185- 


From  this  quotation  it  is  seen  that  the  three  demands  of  Mr.  Redmond 
embraced : — 

Guarantees  as  to  the  passing  of  the  Resolutions. 
Hanging  up  the  Budget. 
Amending  the  Budget. 

And  it  is  evident  that  Mr.  Redmond  regarded  the  first  as  of  the  greatest 
importance. 

And  the  Great  Surrender. 

Mr.  Redmond's  precise  declaration  was  in  the  nature  of  an  ultimatum.. 
It  involved  a  change  of  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Government :  since  as  Mr. 
Redmond  said  the  Prime  Minister  had  given  no  explicit  declaration  that  if 
the  Lords  rejected  the  Veto  Resolutions  he  would  immediately  ask  for  an 
exercise  of  the  Royal  Prerogative. 

And  bearing  in  mind  the  Prime  Minister's  declaration,  already  referred1 
to,  it  was  not  surprising  to  most  people  that  no  such  pledge  had  been  given. 

But  in  the  end  the  Prime  Minister  gave  way,  and,  as  he  had  done 
before,  accepted  Mr.  Redmond's  instruction.  The  occasion  of  announcing 
his  surrender  was  in  itself  significant.  It  occurred  on  the  day  that  the 
House  of  Commons,  under  the  "  gag,"  passed  the  Resolutions,  and  before 
its  next  business,  the  Budget,  came  under  discussion. 

The  Prime  Minister  said : — 

"  If  the  Lords  fail  to  accept  our  policy  or  decline  to  consider  it 
as  it  is  formally  presented  to  the  House  we  shall  feel  it  our  duty 
immediately  to  tender  advice  to  the  Crown  as  to  the  steps  which 
will  have  to  be  taken  if  that  policy  is  to  receive  statutory  effect  in  this 
Parliament.  If  we  do  not  find  ourselves  in  a  position  to  ensure 
that  statutory  effect  shall  be  given  to  that  policy  in  this  Parliament,, 
we  shall  then  either  resign  our  offices  or  recommend  the  dissolution 
of  Parliament.  Let  me  add  this,  that  in  no  case  will  we  recommend 
a  dissolution  except  under  such  conditions  as  will  secure  that  in  the 
new  Parliament  the  judgment  of  the  people  as  expressed  at  the 
elections  will  be  carried  into  law." — Parl.  Deb.,  April  14. 

No  one  can  read  the  Prime  Minister's  words  and  compare  them  with 
the  extract  from  Mr.  Redmond's  Tipperary  speech  without  being  struck 
with  the  similarity  of  thought  and  word  which  pervades  the  two.  The 
coincidence  is  remarkable  and  one  might  almost  accuse  the  Prime  Minister 
of  plagiarism. 

The  Prime  Minister  it  is  true  denies  that  his  later  speech  is  in  any 
way  inconsistent  with  his  declaration  on  February  21.  But  what  advice 
does  Mr.  Asquith  propose  to  tender  to  the  Crown  should  the  Veto  Resolutions 
be  rejected,  if  it  is  not  to  be  an  exercise  of  the  Royal  Prerogative  ?  And 
in  regard  to  what  is  it  to  be  exercised  if  not  in  regard  to  a  measure  which 
has  never  been  submitted  to  or  approved  by  the  House  of  Commons  ? 
The  Parliament  Bill,  to  give  the  measure  which  is  founded  upon  the  Resolu- 
tions its  title,  has  never  been  approved  by  the  House  of  Commons  :  |nor 
has  it  properly  been  submitted  to  it.  The  House  of  Commons  has  only 
approved  of  the  Resolutions,  and  then  only  under  a  severe  gag  resolution 


186  Irish  Facts.  [May,  1910. 


The  best  contradiction  of  the  truth  of  the  Prime  Minister's  denial 
is  gathered  from  Mr.  Redmond's  actions.  He  expressed  intense  dissatis- 
faction of  Mr.  Asquith's  first  speech :  he  applauds  the  later  one.  If  there  had 
been  no  change,  why  should  Mr.  Redmond  approve  the  one,  and  denounce 
the  other.  He  has  in  no  way  receded  from  his  original  demand.  The 
fact  is  that  the  Prime  Minister  has  come  up  to  him. 

No  one  who  witnessed  the  high  spirits  of  the  Irish  Nationalists  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  the  night  of  the  Prime  Minister's  "later  speech 
could  doubt  for  a  moment  the  Government's  surrender. 

Mr.  Balfour  very  lately  said : — 

"  He  has  bought  the  Irish  vote  for  his  Budget,  and  has  bought  it 
successfully.  The  price  he  has  paid  is  the  price  of  the  dignity  of  his 
office,  and  of  all  the  great  traditions  which  he,  of  all  men,  ought  to 
uphold." 

Irish  Nationalist  Jubilation. 

The  morning  after  the  Government's  surrender  witnessed  great 
rejoicing  in  those  Irish  papers  which  follow  Mr.  Redmond. 

The  Freeman's  Journal  (April  15)  said : — 

"  Mr.  Redmond  has  won  all  along  the  line,  and  not  merely  pre- 
served unbroken,  but  strengthened  and  cemented,  the  league  of 
democratic  forces  that  must  now  make  ready  fora  fight  to  the  finish  with 
their  hereditary  foes.  Ireland  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  its  party. 
Let  Ireland  now  prepare  to  strengthen  and  consolidate  it  yet  more  in 
the  contest  that  is  coming,  for  the  task  of  the  party  to  be  now  elected 
will  be  the  raising  of  the  edifice  of  National  Self -Government." 

The  Irish  News,  (April  15)  :— 

"  By  holding  sternly  to  his  own  views,  Mr.  Redmond  carried  Mr. 
Asquith  to  the  point  at  which  the  Prime  Minister  stood  at  the  close 
of  a  memorable  sitting  last  night.  We  believe  Mr.  Asquith  has  been 
brought  to  the  real  point  at  last." 

And  again  on  the  following  day  the  Irish  News  (April  16)  returned  to 
its  rejoicing : — 

"  Victory  rests  on  the  Irish  banner :  unswerving  persistence 
in  the  policy  which  has  carried  us  so  far  will  find  its  reward  in  National 
Freedom.  Had  Mr.  Redmond  and  his  colleagues  turned  aside  from 
their  course  under  the  influence  of  Unionist  revilers,  or  Liberal  faint- 
hearts, or  domestic  factionists,  their  organisation  and  their  hopes 
might  have  been  broken  ere  now.  They  held  grimly  to  Nationalist 
principles  :  they  won  :  and  they  will  win  to  the  end." 

T.P.'s  Doubts  of  all  being  well. 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  M.P.,  in  the  Chicago  Tribune  (April  10)  writes  :— 
"  Going  to  the  King  is  serious  business.  The  Prime  Minister 
cannot  get  his  guarantees  against  the  Lords  by  merely  asking  for  them. 
He  is  bound  to  recommend  the  King  to  give  them.  The  King  probably 
would  refuse,  in  view  of  the  small  or  comparatively  small  majority 
which  the  Government  got  at  the  last  election. 
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"  But  if  the  King  refuses  the  country  will  have  to  know  it.  If 
the  King  refuses,  then,  in  the  excited  state  of  feeling"  which  the  action 
of  the  Lords  is  raising,  the  name  of  the  King  would  be  dragged  into  the 
fight,  whether  the  people  liked  it  or  not. 

' '  There  is  the  other  possibility,  namely :  that  the  Liberals 
might  be  regarded  by  the  ultra  loyal  sections  of  the  community  as 
having  badly  treated  the  King.  This  feeling  would  be  worked  for  all 
it  was  worth  by  the  Unionists  and  might  do  the  Liberals  a  good  deal 
of  harm.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  task  of  going  to  the  Sovereign  is  one 
from  which  the  Liberal  Cabinet  might  well  wish  to  escape,  especially 
a  Cabinet  composed  of  such  men  as  now  form  the  Government." 

Holding  up  the  Budget. 

One  of  the  clauses  of  Mr.  Redmond's  Tipperary  ultimatum  was  : — 

"  That  the  Budget  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  pass  until  we  know 
what  the  Lords  are  going  to  do  with  the  Veto." — Freeman's  Journal, 
April  5. 
It  would  seem  that  upon  this  point  Mr.  Redmond  has  given    way. 

The  Budget  is  through  and  the  Lords  have  not  yet  expressed  their  feelings 

towards  the  Resolutions. 

It  would  seem  that  Air.  Redmond  has  yielded  here.  The  Irish  Inde- 
pendent, as  will  be  seen  later,  is  of  opinion  that  the  Irish  Nationalist 
leader  has  given  away  too  much,  and  bases  its  criticism  to  a  large  extent 
on  this  point. 

Budget  Changes  Demanded. 

Mr.  Redmond  at  Tipperary  indicated  a  number  of  changes  in  the 
Budget  as  being  not  only  desirable,  but  as  being  easily  arrived  at.  Here 
there  would  again  seem  to  be  concessions  on  both  sides. 

So  far  as  the  present  Budget  is  concerned  the  three  changes  of  .material 
importance  are : — 

Safeguards  for  exclusion  of  agricultural  land  from  increment  duty. 
Exclusion  of  land  held  under  judicial  tenancies  under  Land  Act 
of  1881  from  increment  duty. 

Transfers  of  property  on  trust  to  be  exempted  from  stamp  duty.. 
Re-valuation  of  Irish  Agricultural  land. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  these  concessions,  although  two  of  them 
incidentally  affect  the  whole  of  the  United  Kingdom,  are  peculiarly  and 
particularly  beneficial  to  Ireland. 

But  Mr.  Redmond  asserted  at  Tipperary  that  concessions  were  to  be- 
had  on  the  following  taxes  : — 
Spirit  Duties. 
Licence  Duties. 
Land  Taxes. 

Probate  and  Succession  Duty. 
Stamp  Duties. 
Re-valuation  of  Irish  Land. 
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Although  Mr.  Redmond  declared  that  he  was  satisfied  from  his  con- 
versation with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  "  an  amicable  arrange- 
ment on  all  these  concessions  could  be  arrived  at  "  they  have  not  all 
been  carried  out  in  the  present  Budget. 

An  extract  from  one  of  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor's  illuminating  letters  to 
the  Chicago  Tribune  indicate  the  likely  agreement  that  has  been  arrived 
at.  He  wrote  : — 

"  The  Irish  are  not  basing  their  tactics,  as  is  generally  supposed, 
on  the  character  of  the  Budget ;  they  are  willing  to  swallow  everything 
or  almost  everything ;  and  of  course  they  will  get  concessions  in  next 
year's  Budget" 

Evidence  of  the  same  nature  is  found  in  a  speech  by  Mr.  Kettle,  M.P., 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  April  19.  He  said : — 

"  I  think  the  sooner  the  next  Budget  is  produced,  holding  out  an 
immediate  prospect  of  remission  of  taxation,  which  for  special  and 
unique  reasons,  do  not  appear  in  the  present  proposals,  the  better  it 
will  be."— Parl.  Deb.,  April  19. 

It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  if  an  arrangement  has  been  come  to 
between  the  Government  and  Irish  Nationalists  to  give  concessions 
to  Ireland  next  year  in  respect  of  taxes  imposed  by  the  present  Budget 
the  Government  are  guilty  of  little  less  than  fraud  in  claiming  that  the 
Budget  which  was  referred  to  the  country  is  a  Budget  which  has  received 
the  country's  approval. 

Emphatically  the  Lloyd  George  Budget  cannot  have  been  accepted 
by  the  country  if  it  has  to  be  amended  in  order  to  obtain  a  sufficient 
number  of  votes  to  secure  its  passing  through  the  House  of  Commons. 
But  the  Lord  Chancellor  deepens  the  mystery  by  giving  a  direct  negative 
to  Nationalist  assertions,  declaring  that  there  is  no  understanding  in 
regard  to  the  next  Budget  (House  of  Lords,  April  28). 

Borne  Irish  Nationalist  Criticism. 

Although  Mr.  Redmond  is  hailed  in  triumph  in  certain  Irish  Nationalist 
papers  which  habitually  support  the  official  policy  of  the  Irish  Nationalist 
Party,  it  should  not  be  thought  that  Irish  Nationalist  opinion  unanimously 
regards  him  as  a  victor. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  Irish  Independent  show  that  the 
spirit  of  criticism  has  not  entirely  vanished  from  the  ranks  of  Irish  Home 
Rulers  : — 

'  We  should  be  delighted  if  we  could  join  in  the  chorus  of  con- 
gratulation to  the  Irish  Party  on  what  is  acclaimed  as  a  oompjete 
victory,  but  we  regret  that  the  facts  and  the  circumstances  prevent 
us  doing  so.  Undoubtedly  the  Premier  has  conceded  part  of  the 
demand  with  regard  to  the  guarantees,  and  this,  as  far  as  it  goes, 
may  be  regarded  as  a  surrender  to  the  Irish  Party.  But  it  cannot  be 
forgotten  that  the  Irish  Party  have  surrendered  a  large  part  of  their 
own  demand.  '  The  Veto  before  the  Budget '  was  the  demand 
made  all  along  in  the  Nationalist  Press  and  on  public  platforms  in 
Ireland  and  in  Great  Britain  from  the  date  of  Mr.  Redmond's  Gresham 
Hotel  speech  down  to  the  Tipperary  meeting  on  last  Sunday  week. 
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"  It  is  now  a  matter  of  opinion  as  to  whether  the  Irish  Party 
have  not  surrendered  more  than  the  Government,  especially  as,  in 
our  belief,  the  asking  of  the  guarantees  will,  in  the  circumstances, 
be  a  mere  empty  formality. 

"  The  holding  up  of  the  Budget  was  the  pivot  on  which  Mr. 
Redmond's  policy  turned.  The  Irish  Nationalist  Press  has  been  full 
of  this  subject  for  months  past,  and  anybody  who  hinted  that  the 
Irish  Party  would  give  way  on  this  point  was  forthwith  denounced 
as  a  factionist. 

"  But  what  has  happened  ?  The  demand  that  the  Budget 
should  be  held  up  was  repeated,  though  less  vehemently  of  late,, 
in  every  speech  of  the  Irish  leaders  down  to  the  Tipperary  meeting. 
Yet,  in  the  face  of  this  demand,  the  Government  coolly  arranged  that 
the  Budget  should  be  pushed  through  all  its  stages,  and,  if  possible, 
receive  the  Royal  Assent  before  the  Veto  Resolutions  would  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Lords. 

"  The  Government,  in  contempt  of  the  pledge  of  Mr.  Lloyd  George, 
in  open  disregard  of  all  that  the  Irish  leaders  had  said,  and  in  defiance 
of  the  threats  that  defeat  would  be  their  portion  if  they  put  the  Budget 
before  the  Veto,  laid  their  plans  for  carrying  through  the  Budget, 
no  matter  what  might  happen  to  the  Veto  Resolutions.  Evidently 
the  Cabinet  were  satisfied  that  the  Irish  members  would  not  hurl 
them  from  office.  If  this  does  not  connote  a  surrender  of  the  Irish 
Party's  main  position  we  do  not  know  how  else  to  sum  up  the  situation. 

"  If  on  the  strength  of  Mr.  Asquith's  assurances  as  to  asking  for- 
guarantees,  they  support  the  Budget  without  getting  the  concessions 
which  Mr.  Redmond  spoke  of  at  Liverpool  and  Tipperary,  that  vote 
will  not  be  approved  by  the  majority  of  Irish  Nationalists. 

"  We  honestly  fear  that  nothing  practical  will  come  of  the  Veto 
Resolutions,  and  if  the  Budget  is  accepted  a-s  a  whole,  Ireland  will 
have  to  bear  the  burden  of  extra  taxation  which  it  imposes,  and  she 
will  have  nothing  to  put  as  a  set-off  on  the  other  side  of  the  account. " — 
Irish  Independent,  April  16. 

"  To  look  for  possible  relief  in  the  next  Budget,  and  to  shoulder 
without  complaint  the  load  which  the  present  Budget  places  upon 
her,  would  be  something  in  the  nature  of  a  fool's  bargain  for  Ireland. 
When  Mr.  Asquith  fulfils  the  pledge  he  gave  last  Thursday  night 
as  to  the  guarantees  he  will  seek  when  the  Lords  reject  the  Veto 
Resolutions,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  Unionists  will  return  to 
power.  What  effect  would  the  pleading  of  the  Irish  Party  for  a 
remission  of  Irish  taxation  have  upon  a  Unionist  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  ?  Surely  it  cannot  be  the  case  that  the  abandonment  of 
the  policy  of  the  Veto  before  the  Budget  also  means  the  passing  of 
two  Budgets  before  the  Lords  dispose  of  the  Veto  Resolutions  ! 

"  Whether  the  Irish  Party  have  acted  wisely  or  unwisely  in  sup- 
porting the  Budget  without  having  obtained  the  concessions  which 
the  Irish  people  were  told  could  be  had  for  the  asking,  will  ere  long 
be  determined. 
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"  Their  failure  to  get  a  larger  measure  of  concessions  than  Mr. 
Asquith's  statement  foreshadows,  will  cause  disappointment  in  Ireland ; 
but  we  should  not  blame  them  for  yielding  much  if,  in  return,  they 
could  promise  themselves  and  the  country  the  curbing  of  the  arbitrary 
power  of  the  Peers  to  forbid  the  grant  of  Home  Rule  to  Ireland. 
We  have  our  doubts,  which  we  have  several  times  expressed,  about 
the  result  of  the  anti-Veto  campaign,  but  we  are  not  unmindful  of  the 
difficulties  of  the  situation  which  the  Irish  Party  have  to  face."- 
Irish  Independent,  April  19.. 

"  In  our  opinion,  too  high  a  value  has  been  placed  upon  these 
problematic  guarantees. 

"  It  is  now  clear  that  the  Government  will  get  the  Budget,  but  they 
will  not  get  any  guarantee  from  the  King  as  to  the  creation  of  new 
Peers.  Ireland  will  have  got  no  concessions  on  the  Budget,  which 
the  Irish  Parliamentary  Party  are  allowing  to  pass  from  out  of  the 
control  of  the  Commons  before  the  Lords  have  disposed  of  the  Veto 
Bill.  It  seems  to  us  that  the  right  course  for  the  Party  to  have 
followed  would  have  been  to  make  sure  of  the  concessions  which' 
Mr.  Redmond  says  he  could  have  obtained.  Had  these  been  got, 
we  should  have  been  more  inclined  to  agree  with  the  policy  of  the 
Party  in  supporting  the  Budget  than  with  that  of  the  group  of 
Independent  Nationalists  in  opposing  it." — Irish  Independent,  April  20. 

A  Bitter  Opponent. 

Readers  who  desire  to  know  what  the  O'Brienites  think  of  Mr. 
Redmond's  policy  of  accepting  the  Budget,  will  find  the  following  extract 
from  the  Cork  Accent,  Mr.  O'Brien's  paper,  interesting  : — 

"  The  country  has  been  literally  stupefied  by  the  treachery  of  the 
Irish  Party  on  the  Budget.  Nothing  quite  so  shameless  has  been 
witnessed  in  the  history  of  any  nation.  The  feeling  among  the  public 
yesterday  was  one  of  unmeasured  condemnation  of  the  open  treason 
of  the  men  who  were  prepared,  at  the  bidding  of  Liberal  Ministers 
to  assist  in  the  plunder  of  their  country.  Not  a  word  could  be  said  in 
defence  of  Mr.  Redmond's  conduct.  Even  the  Molly  Maguires  were 
ashamed  of  it.  It  is  evident  that  they  could  never  have  conceived 
so-called  Irish  representatives  guilty  of  such  folly  and  such  turpitude. 
But  the  fact  can  no  longer  be  denied  that  Mr.  Redmond  and  the 
Irish  Party  have  been  guilty  of  almost  as  foul  a  wrong  as  the  men 
who  '  sold  their  country  as  Judas  sold  his  God '  one  thousand  and  ten 
years  ago.  Morally  there  is  not  a  particle  of  difference  between  their 
conduct  and  the  '  Black  List '  of  those  who  voted  for  the  Act  of 
Union.  The  Irish  Party,  it  is  true,  have  not  got  titles  or  pensions 
or  fat  places  for  supporting  a  Liberal  Ministry  in  overtaxing  their 
country.  Their  support  of  the  robber  Budget  is  gratuitous.  But 
that  is  all  that  can  be  said  in  extenuation  of  their  conduct." — Cork 
Accent,  April  20. 

Some  Malcontents. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Knockaney  Branch  U.I.L.,  the  following  resolution 
•was  proposed  by  Mr.  Thomas  Cooke,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  David  Walsh  : — 
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"That  we,  the  members  of  Knockaney  Branch  ot  the  U.I.L., 
view  with  great  disapproval  the  intentions  of  Mr.  Redmond,  and 
the  Irish  Party  in  voting  for  the  Budget,  believing  it  would  unduly 
tax  Ireland  to  the  extent  of  £2,000,000  ;  and  we  call  on  Mi1.  Redmond 
and  the  Irish  Party  to  vote  against  any  clause  in  the  Budget  affecting 
agricultural  land  by  way  of  taxation,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution 
be  sent  to  Mr.  Redmond  and  the  Parliamentary  representatives  of 
East,  West,  and  City  of  Limerick." 

After  a  discussion  the  resolution  was  carried  by  a  large  majority. 
— Limerick  Leader,  March  28. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Kilkenny  Corporation  on  April  20,  Mr.  Magennis 
moved  a  resolution  condemning  the  Irish  Party  for  voting  for  the  Budget 
previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Veto  Bill,  contrary  to  their  repeated  declara- 
tions, and  regretting  that  they  had  assisted  the  Government  to  inflict 
additional  taxation  on  the  country .  Ireland  was  badly  sold,  Mr.  Magennis 
declared,  and  the  Irish  Party  had  proved  themselves  frauds. 

Mr.  Stallard,  who  seconded,  said  the  Irish  Party  were  hedging  and 
dodging. 

The  resolution  was  passed,  the  Mayor  and  Mr.  Kenna  dissenting. 
.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Monissey,  seconded  by  Mr.  Stallard,  a  vote 
of  thanks  was   passed  to   the   Irish    members    who    voted    against    the 
Budget. 

Copies  of  the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Messrs.  J.  Redmond, 
Wm.  O'Brien,  T.  Healy,  and  Pat  O'Brien. — Freeman's  Journal,  April  21. 

Brave  Words  :    Idle  Threats. 

It  is  impossible  to  obtain  a  better  conclusion  for  his  article  than  the 
following  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  T.  M.  Kettle,  M.P.,  at  the  Nationalist 
Convention  held  in  Dublin  on  February  10,  1909,  with  Mr.  Redmond 
in  the  chair,  and  carried  unanimously  : — 

"That  the  present  burden  of  taxation  in  Ireland  is  far  in  excess 
of  the  taxable  capacity  of  the  country,  and  this  Convention  declares 
that  any  attempt  to  impose  fresh  taxation  of  any  kind  on  Ireland  in 
the  Finance  Bill  of  this  year,  on  any  pretext,  would  be  a  gross  violation, 
not  only  of  every  principle  of  justice,  but  even  of  the  terms  of  the  Act 
of  Union  itself,  and  calls  upon  the  Irish  Party  and  the  National  Organisa- 
tion to  resist  any  such  attempt  with  the  utmost  vigour." — Freeman's 
Journal,  February  11,  1909. 
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PURSUING  THE  TRUTH. 

POINTED  QUESTIONS    IN    PARLIAMENT  TO  IRISH    MINISTERS. 


[The  following  is  a  selection  from  recent  questions  addressed  to  Ministers 
on  Irish  affairs.] 

Cattle  Driving  and  Shooting. 

Captain  CRAIG  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  whether  his  attention  had 
been  called  to  a  claim  lodged  with  the  Clare  County  Council,  by  a  Mr. 
Stephen  O'Halloran,  for  compensation  for  the  loss  of  a  bullock  who  wa? 
found  shot  through  the  breast,  the  bullet  penetrating  to  the  lung  ;  whether 
any  one  had  been  arrested  in  connection  with  this  outrage  ;  upon  how  many 
occasions  Mr.  O'Halloran's  cattle  have  been  driven  ;  and  whether  any 
persons  had  been  arrested  and  punished  for  such  offences  1 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  understand  that  the  owner  of  the  bullock  which  was 
shot  has  made  a  claim  for  compensation.  No  person  has  been  arrested 
up  to  the  present  for  shooting  it.  The  owner's  cattle  were  driven  once 
off  one  farm  and  three  times  off  another  between  September,  1908,  and 
January,  1909.  No  one  has  been  arrested  or  punished  in  connection  with 
these  drives,  but  compensation  was  claimed  and  awarded  in  the  last  case. 

Captain  CRAIG  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  whether  he  was  aware  that 
the  cattle  belonging  to  Mr.  Peter  Doyne  had  been  driven  off  his  farm  at 
Taughmon,  Mullingar,  on  four  occasions  ;  what  was  the  cause  of  the 
failure  to  prevent  the  frequency  of  the  offence,  and  whether  he  proposed 
to  take  any  further  steps  with  the  object  of  better  protecting  Mr.  Doyne's 
cattle  being  again  driven  t 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  am  informed  by  the  constabulary  authorities  that 
the  cattle  have  been  driven  several  times  from  this  farm  as  stated  in  the 
question.  In  connection  with  one  of  these  drives,  four  men  were  com- 
mitted to  goal  on  the  15th  inst.  for  ten  weeks  in  default  of  bail.  The 
police  are  doing  all  they  can,  short  of  being  constantly  on  the  lands,  but, 
owing  to  the  size  and  situation  of  the  farm,  it  is  difficult  to  prevent  the 
cattle  being  driven,  more  particularly  as  the  owner  takes  no  steps  to  protect 
his  property. 

Captain  CRAIG  :  May  I  ask  the  right  hon.  gentleman  whether  he 
can  suggest  what  steps  the  owner  should  take  1 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  think  a  large  grazier  with  230  acres  might  employ 
more  than  one  herd. 

Captain  CRAIG  :  Would  there  be  anything  against  the  owner  of  this 
farm  carrying  arms  for  his  own  protection  and  that  of  his  stock  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  should  recommend  him  to  act  with  caution  in  all 
such  matters. 
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Captain  CRAIG  :  Would  the  right  hon.  gentleman  give  the  same 
advice  to  the  United  Irish  League  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  give  the  same  advice  to  everybody. — Parl.  Deb., 
March  31. 

No  Land   Bill. 

Captain  COOPER  asked  the  Prime  Minister  whether  he  proposes  to 
introduce  legislation  amending  the  financial  clauses  of  the  Irish  Land  Act, 
1909  ? 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  :    No,  Sir. — Parl.  Deb.,  April  14. 

More  Cattle  Drives. 

Captain  CRAIG  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
drive  of  cattle  belonging  to  a  man  named  Hanley  took  place  on  Tuesday, 
8th  March  last,  near  the  village  of  Brockagh,  about  three  or  four  miles 
from  Galway  ;  whether  he  can  state  if  any  arrests  were  made  ;  and  what 
steps  have  been  taken  to  prevent  further  occurrences  of  a  similar  kind  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  Three  persons  were  arrested  and  bound  to  the  peace 
in  connection  with  this  matter.  It  is  hoped  that  this  fact,  together  with 
the  measures  taken  by  the  police  may  prevent  further  occurrences  of  this 
kind. 

Captain  CRAIG  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  whether  he  is  aware  that  on 
Saturday  morning,  26th  February  last,  a  cattle  drive  on  a  large  scale  took 
place  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Clonaster,  Queen's  County,  when  59  head 
owned  by  Mr.  Michael  Hackett  were  found  a  considerable  distance  from 
home,  58  being  in-calf  cows  ;  whether  any  arrests  have  been  made  in  con- 
nection with  the  outrage,  and  what  steps  have  been  taken  to  prevent 
further  occurrences  of  a  similar  kind  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  have  been  informed  of  this  cattle-drive.  No  persons 
have  been  arrested  in  connection  with  it,  but  a  claim  for  compensation  is 
pending.  The  police  will  make  every  effort  to  prevent  further  cattle- 
drives. 

Captain  CRAIG  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  whether  he  is  aware  that  on 
14th  February  last  37  head  of  cattle  were  driven,  and  that  recently  another 
very  determined  cattle-drive  took  place  off  the  farm  of  Mr.  Edward  Wake- 
field,  The  Hall,  Moate,  Athlone,  when  a  number  of  men  armed  with  sticks 
collected  the  cattle  and  drove  them  out  on  to  the  road  ;  whether  anyone 
has  been  brought  to  justice  for  the  outrage  ;  and  what  steps  are  being 
taken  to  prevent  further  occurrences  of  a  similar  kind  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  am  informed  by  the  police  authorities  that  a  cattle- 
drive  took  place  on  14th  February  as  stated.  The  cattle  were  driven 
home  to  the  owner  who  appears  to  have  known  the  offenders,  but  would 
not  give  their  names  to  the  police.  Frequent  patrols  were  sent  to  the 
farm  in  question  both  before  and  since  the  date  mentioned,  and  no  further 
drive  has  taken  place. 

Captain  CRAIG  also  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  whether  he  is  aware 
that  an  outrage  took  place  on  Sunday,  20th  March  last,  on  the  farm  of  Mrs. 
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Clarke,  Craigabbey,  about  four  miles  from  Athenry,  when  three  sheep, 
the  property  of  a  grazier,  were  found  dead,  hanging  from  a  tree,  with 
ropes  round  their  necks  ;  whether  any  arrests  have  been  made  in  connection 
with  the  outrage,  and  what  steps  have  been  taken  to  prevent  further 
occurrences  of  a  similar  kind  ? 

Mr.  BIBBELL  :  I  understand  that  the  sheep  were  found  dead  as  stated 
in  the  question.  The  police  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  make  any  arrests, 

but  they  are  taking  every  possible  precaution  to  prevent  any  further 
outrage. 

Captain  CRAIG  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  (1)  Whether  he  is  aware 
that  four  cattle-drives  have  taken  place  off  several  large  grazing  farms  in 
the  Ballyvaughan  District,  near  Gort,  between  the  13th,  and  Saturday 
night,  26th  March  last  ;  whether  the  cattle  were  seen  roaming  about  the 
roads  miles  from  where  the  drives  took  place  ;  whether  any  arrests  have 
been  made  in  connection  with  the  outrage  ;  and  what  steps  have  been 
taken  to  prevent  further  occurrences  of  a  similar  kind  ;  (2)  Whether  he 
is  aware  that  on  25th  March  last  a  cattle-drive  took  place  about  two  miles 
from  Athenry,  off  the  farm  of  Mr.  Michael  Murphy,  of  Ballinrobe,  who 
holds  a  farm  used  for  grazing  at  Gloves  ;  whether  any  arrests  have 
been  made  in  connection  with  the  outrage  ;  and  what  steps  have  been 
taken  to  prevent  further  occurrences  of  a  similar  kind  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  Cattle  have  been  driven  off  the  grazing  farms  referred 
to  as  stated.  The  police  have  not  been  able  to  make  any  arrests,  but  they 
are  doing  all  they  can  to  prevent  any  occurrence  of  cattle-driving  in  the 
districts  mentioned  in  the  question. 

Captain  CRAIG  :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  Land  Bill  of  last  year  killed 
land  purchase  in  Ireland,  and  did  not  stop  cattle-driving  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  It  did  not  kill  land  purchase,  and  it  has  not,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  stopped  cattle-driving. 

Mr.  REDDY  :  Is  all  this  not  the  result  of  the  failure  of  the  Land 
Conference  ? 

Captain  CRAIG  :  Did  the  right  hon.  gentleman  not  suggest  that  the 
Land  Bill,  if  passed,  would  have  an  effect  upon  stopping  cattle-driving  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  Yes,  I  did,  and  it  has  had  a  very  considerable  effect. 
—Parl.  Deb.,  April  14. 

Home  Rule  Bill :    Wait  and  See. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  asked  the  Prime  Minister  whether  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Government  that  the  passage  of  a  Home  Rule  Bill  shall  precede  the 
reconstitution  of  the  Second  Chamber  ? 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  :  This  is  a  question  which  deals  with  con- 
tingencies, which  it  is  not  yet  necessary  to  consider. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  :  Would  the  right  hon.  gentleman  say  whether  it  was  by 
accident  or  design  that  Home  Rule  was  placed  by  the  Home  Secretary 
as  the  first  constructive  item  in  the  new  legislative  programme  ? — Parl. 
Deb.,  April  18. 
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A  Magistrate's  House  Fired  Into. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  whether  he  is  aware  that  Mr. 
Thomas  H.  Blackall,  J.P.,  has  obtained  compensation,  at  Ennis,  for  damage 
done  to  his  house  and  property  by  the  discharge  of  rifle  bullets  and  shots  ; 
that  County  Court  Judge  Bodkin  described  it  as  a  base  and  dastardly 
outrage,  firing  into  a  room  where  a  lady  and  gentleman  were,  recklessly, 
not  caring  whether  they  were  killed  or  not,  and  whether  the  authors  of  this 
outrage  have  been  discovered  and  brought  to  justice  ? 

Mr.  BIBBELL  :  I  understand  that  Mr.  Blackall  obtained  compensation 
at  Ennis  Quarter  Sessions  on  the  12th  instant  for  malicious  injury  to  his 
property  by  the  firing  of  shots  into  his  house  on  the  night  of  3rd  January 
last,  and  that  the  county  court  judge  used  the  words  quoted  by  the  hon. 
Member  in  reference  to  the  case.  The  authors  of  the  outrage  have  not 
yet  been  discovered.— ParZ.  Deb.,  April  18. 

Extra  Police  Still  Wanted. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  how  many  grazing 
farms  in  the  police  district  of  Athenry  are  under  police  protection  ;  what 
are  the  names  of  the  landlords  who  have  let  these  lands,  the  graziers  who 
now  hold  them,  the  number  of  acres,  and  the  valuation  ;  whether  any  effort 
has  yet  been  made  by  the  Congested  Districts  Board  to  get  possession  of 
these  farms  ;  and,  if  not,  will  he  say  why  this  has  not  been  done  ? 

Mr.  BIBBELL  :  I  am  informed  by  the  police  authorities  that  twenty- 
five  grazing  farms  in  the  Athenry  police  district  are  under  police  protection. 

No  useful  purpose  would  be  served  by  publishing  the  names  of  the  owners 
and  occupiers  of  these  farms  or  their  area.  The  Congested  Districts  Board 
have  not  purchased  any  grass  lands  or  farms  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Athenry,  nor  is  it  their  intention  to  do  so.  It  would  be  contrary  to  the 
established  practice  to  state  the  reasons  which  actuated  them  in  the  exercise 
of  their  discretion. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL  asked  whether  the  Chief  Secretary  would 
state  the  number  of  extra  police  now  stationed  at  Craughwell,  County 
Galway  ;  the  date  or  dates  on  which  such  extra  police  were  drafted  in 
there  ;  the  cost  per  month  to  the  county  ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  all  the  lands  in  the  parish  of  Craughwell  have  been  sold  to  the  tenants 
excepting  a  small  estate  owned  by  Lord  Clanricarde,  and  that  there  is  now 
no  crime  in  that  district,  he  would  have  the  number  of  extra  police  there 
removed  without^delay  ? 

Mr.  BIBBELL  :  There  are  seven  extra  police  now  at  Craughwell.  They 
were  sent  there  in  February,  1909.  The  charge  to  the  county  is  at  the  rate 
of  £34  9s.  3d.  a  year  per  man.  It  is  true  that  the  lands  in  the  parish  of 
Craughwell  have  been  sold  to  the  tenants  except  2,000  acres  belonging 
to  Lord  Clanricarde.  There  is  nothing  in  the  state  of  Craughwell  which 
would  justify  the  reduction  of  the  police  force. 

Mr.   JOHN   O'DONNELL  asked  the    Chief  Secretary  whether  he  will" 
state  how  many  extra  police  are  now  stationed  in  Athenry  police  district ; 
what  is  the  cost  per  month  for  the  upkeep  of  such  extra  police,  and  whether 
seeing  that  Athenry  and  the  surrounding  districts  are  absolutely  free  from 
crime  of  any  sort,  excepting  some  slight  explosions  of  political  tempera- 
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ment  due  to  the  behaviour  of  individuals  whose  grass -grabbing  propensities 
are  the  cause  of  any  existing  troubles,  he  will  ask  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  to  take  over  these  disputed  lands  for  the  welfare  of  the  community 
and  the  general  relief  of  the  tax-payer  ? 

Mr.  BIKRELI.  :  There  are  at  present  sixty-eight  extra  police  in  the 
Athenry  district.  The  charge  on  the  county  in  respect  of  them  is  at  the 
rate  of  £34  9s.  3d.  a  year  per  man.  The  district  is  by  no  means  free  from 
crime.  As  I  have  already  informed  the  hon.  Member,  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  do  not  propose  to  buy  lands  in  the  neighbourhood. — Parl. 
Deb.,  April  18. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  whether  the  Agricul- 
tural Station  at  Athenry  is  under  police  protection  ;  if  so,  how  many  men 
are  detailed  for  that  duty  ;  what  is  the  cost  to  the  ratepayers  each  year 
for  such  protection ;  and  when  this  protection  is  to  be  withdrawn  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  Agricultural  Station  at  Athenry  i-eceives  protection, 
but  no  police  are  detailed  solely  for  that  duty,  and  it  is  therefore  impossible 
to  state  the  cost  to  the  ratepayers.  The  protection  cannot  be  withdrawn 
at  present. — Parl.  Deb.,  April  19. 

Mr.  JOHN  ROCHE  (for  Mr.  Duffy)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary,  whether, 
in'view  of  the  peaceful  state  of  Benmore,  Kilchreest,  Kilrickle,  Loughrea, 
and  the  County  of  Galway  generally,  and  the  absence  of  crime  of  any 
serious  character,  he  will  cause  the  extra  police  to  be  removed,  and  in  this 
way  relieve  the  taxpayers  of  the  extraordinary  tax  which  the  presence  of 
the  extra  police  force  imposes  on  them  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  County  of  Galway  cannot  be  said  to  be  free  from 
crime.  Part  of  the  West  Riding,  including  the  districts  round  Loughrea 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers,  is  still  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition, 
and  while  this  state  of  affairs  continues  no  reduction  in  the  extra  force 
can  be  made. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'DONNELL  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  whether 
he  will  now  consider  the  advisability  of  withdrawing  the  extra  police  from 
the  County  of  Galway,  seeing  that  there  is  no  crime  or  outrage  whatever 
in  any  part  of  the  county ;  and,  in  view  of  the  peaceable  condition  of  the 
people  of  that  area,  in  face  of  provocation  on  the  part  of  some  landlords 
and  graziers,  he  will,  without  further  delay,  remove  the  cause  of  such  tax 
on  the  ratepayers  of  the  county  as  a  further  continuance  of  extra  police 
would  entail. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  would  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the  reply  which  I 
have  just  given  to  a  similar  question  asked  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Galway.— Parl.  Deb.,  April  20. 

Paupers,  Pensions,  and  Land  Purchase. 

Mr.  GODFREY  LOCKER-LAMPSON  asked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  proposes  to  divert  the  money  which  was  to  have  been  used  in 
relieving  the  Poor  Law  disqualification  in  respect  of  old  age  pensions  to 
financing  land  purchase  in  Ireland  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  or  THE  EXCHEQUER  (Mr.  Lloyd  George) :  No,  Sir. 
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Mi1.  LOCKER-LAMPSON  :  Has  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  attention  been 
called  to  a  statement  recently  made  at  Athlone  by  the  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
Dillon)  in  which  he  said  he  had  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  money 
was  going  to  be  so  diverted  ? 

Mr.  LLOYD  GEORGE  :  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  answer  I  have 
given. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  :  Was  that  a  breach  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  the 
hon.  Member  ? — Parl.  Deb.,  April  18. 

Light  on  the  New  University. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  if  the  University  College, 
Dublin,  has  taken  a  lease  01  the  premises  Nos.  82  to  86,  Stephen's  Green, 
Dublin,  known  as  the  Jesuits'  College,  and,  if  so,  what  rent  is  payable 
for  them  and  for  what  term ;  and  if  this  rent  is  received  by  the  Roman 
Catholic  Archbishops  and  Bishops  of  Ireland  in  whom  the  premises  are 
vested  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  am  informed  by  the  college  authorities  that  they  have 
taken  the  premises  referred  to  for  three  years  at  a  rent  of  £450  a  year. 
I  understand  that  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishops  are  the  owners  of  the 
premises. — Parl.  Deb.,  April  20. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  if  Roman  Catholic 
students  at  Maynooth  are  now  taught  and  examined  by  Maynooth 
professors,  and  thereupon  eligible  for  degrees  in  the  National  University 
without  leaving  the  precincts  of  Maynooth  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state  how 
this  condition  of  affairs  differs  from  actual  affiliation  of  Maynooth 
College  in  the  National  University  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  St.  Patrick's  College,  Maynooth,  is  a  recognised  college 
of  the  National  University,  and  the  conditions  under  which  students  of 
a  recognised  college  are  admitted  to  degrees  are  laid  down  in  the  charter 
and  statute  of  the  university  which  have  been  presented  to  Parliament. — 
Parl.  Deb.,  April  20. 

More  Cattle- Drives. 

Captain  CRAIG  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  a  cattle-drive  took  place  on  Thursday  night,  the  17th  March 
last,  off  a  farm  held  by  Mr.  W.  Bathersby,  near  Orristown,  County  Meath, 
when  seventeen  cattle  and  thirteen  lambs  were  driven,  and  the  flesh  of 
the  tails  of  three  bullocks  being  cut  off ;  whether  any  arrests  have  been 
made  ;  and  what  steps  have  been  taken  to  prevent  further  outrages  of  a 
similar  character  in  that  locality  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  FOR  IRELAND  (Mr.  Birrell) :  I  understand  that 
a  drive  took  place  as  stated  one  night  last  month  and  that  the  owner  is 
claiming  compensation.  The  police  have  not  succeeded  in  making  any 
arrests,  but  they  are  doing  all  they  can  to  prevent  further  cattle-drives. — 
Parl.  Deb.,  April  21. 
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A  Conspiracy  Charge. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  asked  whether  the  Chief  Secretary's  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  a  majority  of  magistrates  sitting  at  Longford  Petty 
Sessions  have  refused  informations  in  the  charge  of  conspiracy  preferred 
against  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Longford,  and  other  persons  ;  and 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Attorney-General  to  send  a  Bill  to  the  grand 
jury  in  this  case  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  am  aware  of  the  fact  stated  in  the  first  part  of  the 
hon.  Member's  question.  As  to  submitting  a  Bill  to  the  grand  jury  in  this 
case,  the  matter  will  receive  the  Attorney-General's  attention. — Parl.  Deb., 
April  21. 

A  Vote  for  the  Budget. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  asked  the  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  whether 
he  instructed  the  Crown  Solicitor  in  the  cases  of  the  King  v.  Farrell  and 
others,  to  consent  to  the  defendants'  application  for  an  adjournment  on 
Saturday,  16th  April,  in  order  that  the  Member  for  North  Longford  might 
obey  the  Parliamentary  party  Whip  ;  and  whether,  in  fact,  the  said  trial 
on  charges  of  criminal  conspiracy  was  adjourned  to  enable  him  to  support 
the  Closure  Resolutions  in  this  House  on  Monday  last  ? 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  FOR  IRELAND  (Mr.  Redmond  Barry) :  I 
was  not  aware  of  the  intention  to  apply  for  an  adjournment,  and  I  gave 
no  instructions  in  relation  to  the  matter.  The  Crown  Solicitor  consented  to 
the  application,  acting  on  general  instructions  received  from  me.  The 
answer  to  the  second  part  of  the  hon.  Member's  question  is  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  :  In  order  to  protect  Members  of  the  House  in  my 
position,  may  I  ask  you,  Sir,  for  a  ruling  whether  it  is  in  order  for  any  hon. 
Member  to  put  on  the  Paper  a  question  reflecting  by  innuendo  on  the  charac- 
ter of  a  defendant  in  a  case  before  a  court  of  justice  ;  whether  in  such 
a  case  it  is  not.  proper  that  the  hon.  Member  putting  the  question  should 
give  his  authority  to  the  Clerk  at  the  Table  or  to  you,  which,  in  this  case, 
I  believe,  was  only  a  lying  newspaper  report. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  It  did  not  occur  to  me  that  there  was  the  slightest 
reflection  upon  the  hon.  Member's  character  in  his  desiring  to  attend  the 
House  of  Commons.  It  seemed  to  me  t  o  be  very  much  to  the  hon .  Member's 
credit.  I  cannot  see  that  there  is  any  offensive  suggestion  in  the  question. 

Mr.  FARRELL  :  That  is  not  quite  the  point.  The  point  in  the  question, 
as  I  take  it,  is  that  there  was  an  understanding  between  the  Crown  Solicitor 
and  myself  to  get  an  adjournment  nmder  false  pretences.  That  is  the 
way  I  look  at  it — that  there  was  a  corrupt  arrangement.  It  is  to  that 
I  strongly  object,  and  I  fling  back  the  lie  in  the  teeth  of  the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  There  is  nothing  whatever  to  fling  back.  I  cannot 
conceive  why  the  hon.  Member  should  put  any  such  interpretation  upon 
the  question.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  to  reflect  upon  the  hon.  Member 
in  any  way. 

Mr.  FARRELL  :  May  I  ask  whether  in  future,  when  the  hon.  Member  for 
Mid-Armagh  hands  in  a  question  reflecting  on  the  character  of  an  hon. 
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Member  or  referring  to  a  case  before  the  court,  you,  Sir,  will  exercise 
your  discretion  and  examine  as  to  the  truth  of  the  question  before  it  is 
allowed  to  appear  on  the  paper  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  I  did  examine  the  question,  and,  as  I  have  already 
told  the  hon.  Member,  I  cannot  conceive  that  there  is  any  reflection  what- 
ever upon  his  character  in  endeavouring  to  obtain  an  adjournment  of  the 
trial  in  order  to  attend  the  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  Is  it  in  accordance  with  the  practice  of  this  House 
to  allow  a  question  to  be  put  with  reference  to  cases  that  are  pending  ? 
This  case  is  actually  going  on  at  this  moment. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  I  gather  that  that  is  so,  but  I  do  not  understand  that 
the  question  relates  to  any  of  the  issues  in  the  trial.  It  is  only  as  to  the 
adjournment. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  Does  not  the  question  convey  the  insinuation  that  the 
Crown  Prosecutor  allowed  the  hon.  Member  to  come  to  this  House  in 
order  that  he  might  vote  for  the  Government  ?  The  plain  intention  is  to 
convey  the  insinuation  of  a  corrupt  understanding. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  If  there  is  such  a  plain  intention  I  am  afraid  I  am  so 
dense  that  I  cannot  see  it.  I  must  take  the  blame  for  the  question's 
appearing. 

Mr.  FARRELL  :  As  a  personal  explanation,  will  you  allow  me  to 
say 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  If  it  was  ever  attacked,  the  hon.  Member's  conduct  in 
this  matter  has  been  completely  vindicated.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
need  to  say  anything  further. — Parl.  Deb.,  April  21. 

A  "  Castle"  Recruiting  Ground. 

Mr.  MOORE  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  if  he  would  grant  a  Return 
standing  in  the  hon.  Member's  name  showing  the  number  of  appointments 
made  since  the  1st  day  of  January,  1906,  in  Ireland,  of  persons  appointed 
to  public  offices,  including  offices  in  the  National  University,  who  have 
been  connected  with  the  Freeman's  Journal  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :   No,  Sir. 

Mr.  MOORE  :  Considering  that  this  element  in  the  administration 
has  become  a  regular  by-word  in  Ireland,  will  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
reconsider  his  decision  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  No.  I  can  only  say  that  in  my  opinion  writing  articles 
in  a  newspaper  is  neither  a  qualification  nor  a  disqualification. 

Captain  CRAIG  :  Whv  is  the  right  hon.  gentleman  afraid  to  publish 
this  Return  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  Because  the  suggestion  is  that  the  appointments 
were  made  because  of  the  reasons  suggested  in  the  question,  which  is  not 
the  case. 
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Mr.  MOORE  :  Are  the  only  appointments  which  are  given  to  journalists 
confined  exclusively  to  members  of  the  Freeman's  Journal  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :   I  am  not  aware  that  that  is  so.     No  appointments  are 
given  to  a  journalist  because  he  is  a  journalist. — Parl.  Deb.,  April  21. 


Under  Consideration. 

Mi1.  LONSDALE  asked  for  information  respecting  the  scenes  of  disorder 
on  the  Pollock  estate,  in  Galway,  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  last ;  and 
what  action  it  was  proposed  to  take  against  those  who  organised  the 
disturbances  ? 

Mr*.  BIRRELL  :  I  understand  that  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  last  large 
crowds  assembled  and  drove  the  cattle  off  three  farms  on  this  estate. 
The  "question  of  the  steps  to  be  taken  against  the  persons  concerned  is 
under  consideration. — Parl.  Deb.,  April  21. 
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IRISH    DIARY. 


March  31  .-—Inaugural  meeting  ot  the  All-for-Ireland  League  at 
Cork.  Speeches  by  Mr.  W.  O'Brien,  M.P.,  Lord  Castletown,  and  others. 

April  3. — Mr.  J.  Redmond,  M.P.,  atTipperary.  Mr.  J.  Dillon,  M.P.,  at 
Athlone.  Mr.  W.  O'Brien,  M.P.,  at  All-for-Ireland  League  meeting 
at  Mill  Street. 

April  9. — Mr.  W.  O'Brien,  M.P.,  at  All-for-Ireland  League  meeting 
at  Cork. 

April  18. — Debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Mr.  O'Brien's  letter.. 
Speeches  by  Mr.  W.  O'Brien,  Mr.  Lloyd  George,  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Mr, 
Balfour,  Mr.  Asquith,  and  Mr.  T.  Healy. 

April  21. — House  of  Commons.  Debate  on  Sir  R.  Anderson's  Dis- 
closures. Speeches  by  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  Mr.  Churchill,  Mr.  Asquith, 
Mr.  Balfour,  and  Mr.  Campbell. 

April  22. — Mr.  W.  H.  Long,  M.P.,  at  North  Manchester  Conservative 
Association. 

Annual  meeting  of  the  Irish  Unionist  Alliance.  Speeches  by  Earl  of 
Donoughmore.  and  Lord  Langford. 

April  23.— Mr.  W.  H.  Long,  M.P.,  at  Conference  of  North  Wales 
National  Union  of  Conservative  Associations  at  Eaton  Hall. 
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